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A PRAYER OF CHINESE WOMEN  — oa 
a By Dr. CHENG CHING YI A Seige 
The following is a translation of a prayer by Dr. Cheng Ching Yi which appears in the 
program for the World’s Day of Prayer for use by Chinese women: Pee hte 
O Gracious God! With all sincerity we join Thy people throughout the world ey 2 
today to pray to Thee for China, Japan and Korea. We offer as our sacrifices thanks- ra 
- giving, penitence, and supplication. Accept, Lord, our worship which we perform in is 
spirit andin truth. Amen. — mi . gt PN aie SAN Bi ao Toa A 
Lord! Thou has sent during the past several thousand years, saints and prophets _ 
to guide the masses, hold the human heart and enable the Eastern races to make 
material and spiritual contributions to mankind. The abundant graces and blessings _ 
- Thou hast bestowed upon us can be more readily imagined than related ; and Thou has — hi. 
_ always cared for us. Accept our united thanks, Lord, for Thy love and mercy. Amen. eee 
~O Our Lord! Our sins have increased with Thy favors. We have plunged intoa — 
_ whirlpool from which we cannot extricate ourselves. We have become more worldly sf 
and lived apart from God. As a result individual, domestic, social, national and inter- eS 
national evils are piled upon us like an oppressive burden. Weconfess before Thee our 
offences and offer our true repentance. Forgive our divers sins we beseech Thee, 
- Lord, whether they be intentional or unintentional. Amen. By ( MP 
In days of old Thou didst enlighten the world through Thy prophets. Then Thou — 
didst send Thy Son, Jesus Christ, to deliver the people from their sins. Now mes-  _ 
--gengers of good tidings are to be found everywhere in the Far Eastern countries, ‘a ae 
holding out an eternal hope to all who hear and believe. Bless Thy servants,Lord, 
that they may reap an abundant harvest in their effort to win people for Christ. We 
: * 


ask Thy blessing also for the great Christian movement which is bringing blessing to 
the Chinese, Japanese and Korean peoples. We beseech Thee, Lord, accept our united ae 
prayer. Amen. ' Sie ot Fi ee fale 
Father! The present-day international complications are overwhelmingly serious. 
Suspicion, delusion, mistrust and hatred are existing between nations. They form the © 
‘chief obstacles to universal peace. We pray Thee, O God, that Thou wilt subdue all> _ 
' false ambitions leading to war and its brutality, arouse all Thy creatures to cherish 
_the feeling of universal brotherhood, so that swords will be turned into ploughshares 
and peace reign throughout the earth. O Blessed Lord, hear us in our importunity. 
Amen. oct 


A DAWNING CHRISTIAN INTERNATIONALISM vs 


In spite of setbacks, it appears that progress is being made in quiet places toward cP 
a true Christian internationalism. One of the hopeful indications is the publication of q 
books by or about Kagawa in so remote a section as the continent of Europe. Ina = 
_ later issue we hope to give a fuller account of this movement, but merely mention here  —_— 
the publication in both Holland and France in 1931 of Dr. Kagawa’s best seller 
autobiographical novel (Before the Dawn, for the English edition of which we have 
received so many unfillable orders). In June the Protestant Publishing House, Je Sers, 
Paris, published the book in two volumes under the title of Avant I’ Aube, and it is’ 
selling very well and receiving excellent book reviews. M.Senaud, the World’s Y. M. 
‘C. A. literary secretary, to whom this and other achievements are due, is also arrang- 
ing the publication in French of the two sequels in the autobiographical series, A 
Shooier at the Sun and The Voice of the Wall. “In such a book,” writes a Dutch pastor, ; 
_“ Christ approaches this torn up world.” hae : 
A biography of Dr. Kagawa has been published this year at the Hague, the writer 

of which is a Dutch layman and state housing inspector, Dr. Ir. H. G. Van Beusekom. 

Rev. H. Ecuyer, a Swiss pastor and outstanding leader both in missionary and Y. M. C. | 

A. circles, is writing a biography of Kagawa for Switzerland, France, and many other — 
countries reached by the French language. Love the Law of Life has also been published 

in part, in Dutch, and is to be published in full in French. ; 

Among the Huguenots of Franee and their confreres in Holland, historic for their 

tenacity to serious religion and their fidelity to world-wide cosmopolitanism, it is 
evident that a new thought movement is in progress. 


SUBSCRIBE TO THE CHRISTIAN GRAPHIC 


The author of the last article in this issue, Dr. Kennard, the distinguished pro- 
moter of the Kingdom of God Movement Newspaper, which keeps up to its mark 
of thirty thousand weekly, is now launching another periodical in the Japanese — 
language, the Christian Graphic, a pictorial monthly, devoted to Evangelism and 
Peace. In these stirring times it is instantly popular, and many are seeing their oppor- 
tunity to subscribe in quantities for distribution among their groups and neighbors. 


Every missionary in Japan should serve the cause of Christian internationalism in this _ 
way. : 
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A CALL TO PRAYER FOR CHINA AND JAPAN 


Dr. Kagawa’s message to Chinese Christians at Tsinan, Jan., 1931 


Dear Brothers and Sisters: I want to ask your pardon for my nation. 
Because of what we are doing, I cannot preach in the Name of Christ...... I 
ask your attention to this fact, however, that even in Japan at least the 
majority of the Japanese people were against sending any kind of troops to 
your province of Shantung. And we Christians were bitterly opposed to it. 
Therefore pardon us, pardon me especially, because our Christian forces 
were not strong enough to get the victory over the militarists. But the 
day will come when we shall be strong enough to do so, and when both 
nations will be harmonious and peaceful in the Name of Christ...... 

We Japanese love China. Do you know the origin of the city of 
Kyoto? There was a colony of Chinese farmers who possessed the villages 
on the site of modern Kyoto. And because they had the highest culture 
then known, the Japanese Imperial Household moved to that section. As 
the city of Kyoto grew up, eighty percent of its many noble families came to 
be of Chinese descent. Among the immigrant strains in Japan, from the 
Southern Seas, from Korea, from Siberia, from Mongolia, the one which 
has contributed the dominant factor to Japanese civilization is from China. 
Therefore we love China. 

But unless we become more religious in both Japan and China, we 
shall never have permanent peace...... Sometimes we are very selfish and 
do not see the need of praying...... It is quite true, when you are contented, 
and have no holy ambition to build up the nation, you may have no desire 
LOUPYAY 05-2: But can you forget the misery of the nation, and of the poor? 
Oppressed by wars, oppressed by capitalism, oppressed by the injustice of 
the present economic social system,—can you forget the poor? If you are 
contented with the sort of world we have at present, there is no use of 
praying. But if we want real peace, and real humanity, there are many 
problems for the solution of which we must pray. We must pray for each 
of the nations, for Africa, for India, and for our countries of China and 
Japan. We must pray for world peace, for the uplifting of the poor, for 
the desert to be made green, for the New Age, for the New Society. We 
must pray for Science to be controlled by Conscience...... 

If you pray, world peace will be realized ; the poor will be emancipated. 
Abraham Lincoln prayed through the night before he wrote his emancipa- 
tion proclamation. Do you consider that kind of prayer superstitious ? 
Nevertheless I believe it was because he prayed that the four millions of 
poor slaves were emancipated. 

I tell you that unless Christ is glorified in the Orient, the fate of our 
continent will probably be very dismal. Unless we believe in Christ, and 
deepen our spiritual life with Christian idealism, peace will never come.. ... 
IT remember Stanley Jones’ small pamphlet entitled ‘“‘ Christ on the Andes 
Road.” In it he tells of how war had long prevailed between Argentine and 
Chile. After many years a reconciliation was suggested, and they came to 
the conclusion that they must have peace through Christ. On the top of 
the mountain range between the two countries a great statue was erected 
of the Savior. Christ is stretching out His arms, on the one side blessing 
Argentine, and on the other blessing Chile. May the Prince of Peace come 
thus in the Orient, and bless China on the one hand and Japan on the 
other! 
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THE FIRST READER 


T. T. BRUMBAUGH 


The Tsinan number of FRIENDS OF JESUS is a peculiarly “ Kagawa-esque” 
publication. Dr. Kagawa satisfies our questionings about him and the Kingdom of God 
Movement in these trying times of Sino-Japanese turmoil. He began his lectures at 
Tsinan last January wi.h an apology for his milita istic nation. He confesses that it is 
difficult to preach Christ under such a handicap, but he is uuder the compulsion of a great 
passion, and all who hear him forget everything but his broad human sympathies and his 
Divine spirit. He leaves no doubt of his opposition to War and all forms of oppression, and 
he has suffered for his convictions. 

He plunges in o his theme for the lectures : Christianity and modern life. He makes 
an understanding gesture in the direction of historical and presen -day philosophical 
controversies, and then waves them aside characteristically, saying, “ I should like to dwell 
on Idealism as well as on Materialism, but let us now pass on to the question of LIFE.” 
This is what makes K gawa appeal to so many types of people today. 

Philosophy and science have their place and Kagawa is highly conversant in these 
fields, as he capab'y demonstrates in these pages, but ne'ther cold logic nor the struggle for 
existence, can explain the “creative” aspects of nature and of human existence. Upon the 
indispu ably creative facts of physical, menial and spiritual life, Kagawa proceeds to build a 
religious philosobhy which, addzd to th2 inner experience of God which is his, gives power to 
conquer th2 adverse conditions of life, where other systems end in weakness, failure or 
suicide. Kagawa’s conception of the three stages of consciousness in life, and his four 
phases of val4e in the art of living, rever! his mastery of psychology as well as of sociology 
and religion, and these, toge'her i his summary of the art of living into one word 
“ Holiness,” defined as he defines and exzmplifies it, the whole brought to a fitting climax by 
a powerful sermon on the need of the Cross at the center of all relationships, make this 
presentation of our Japanese prophet’s message in the Tsinan number of FRIENDS OF 
JESUS peculiarly timely and effeciive. 


MESSAGES REGARDING MANCHURIA 


PEIPING, CHINA 
Oct. 2, 1931. 
Editor, “ Friends of Jesus,” 
Tokyo, Japan. 

In behalf of the Christian Church Federation of Peiping Iam sending herewith a 
copy each of the cablegram and covering letter which we have sent to Rev. Akira 
Ebizawa, Secretary of the National Christian Council of Japan. In view of the im- 
portance of the matter we request you to give what publicity you judge advisable and 
effective, to our cablegram, so that Christians elsewhere may join in this work of pro- 
moting better international relations in the Far East. 


Yours sincerely, 
Y. Y. Tsu, Chairman, Committee on Friendly Relations 


Cablegram from Christian Church Federation, Peiping, to National Christian 
Council of Japan regarding Manchurian situation, sent October 2, 1931. 


AKIRA EBIZAWA SECRETARY NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL TOKYO 
WHOLE CHINESE NATION GREATLY DISTURBED BY PRESENT MAN- 
CHURIAN SITUATION CHINESE CHRISTIANS APPEAL CHRISTIANS OF 
JAPAN TO MAKE COMMON CAUSE ADVOCATE WITH THEIR RESPEC- 
TIVE GOVERNMENTS PEACEFUL MEANS SETTLE CHINESE JAPANESE 
QUESTIONS PRESERVING FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN TWO NEIGHBORING 
PEOPLES CHRISTIAN CHURCH FEDERATION YY TSU PUMC PEIPING. 


GENEVA 
From 
M. A. Senaud, World’s Y. M. C. A. Literary Secretary : September 21, 1931 

We are all distressed here about the news from Manchuria. Friends of Japan are 
going through a very bad time, because they unconsciously feel that Japan has 
wronged China, in that they created the conditions which led to the trouble, and in 
taking advantage of the terrible time Ch.na is passing throu_h in order to seize more 
territory. 


JAPANESE WOMEN 


From Dr. T. W. Kohra, the Japanese woman delegate to the 1931 Pacific Relations 
Institute, in a letter to Chinese women friends : September 29, 1931. 
This is my personal letter to you whom I trust in the name of Christ, to express 
my deepest regret and sorrow for the present situation between Japan and her 
neighbor. My words to you, my friends, are nothing but to ask your pardon for the 
wrongs my pe ple upon you and your people...... Here in Japan, especially among 
women, there are many...... radical pacifists who are even today strongly standing 
against any warfare or use of armaments. As soon as the news came about 
Manchuria at many meetings of women in Tokyo, voices unanimously broke out that 
we should no’ fight...... Please do not think that in Japan everybody is thinking alike. 
The women and the idealists have very different minds from...... the battlefield men. 


THE HAGUE 


From Oei Yong Tj ve. September 23, 1931 

Now in Holland there is a great interest in Mr. Kagawa and his work and many 
of us do not forget him and his work in our prayers to God, our Lord. Being so 
interested I will be glad to get from you all numbers of your monthly, “ Friends of 
Jesus” of this year. I send you the money now. 

I regret utm st now there are so many difficulties between Japan and my country 
China, but being all workers of Him for Eternity, we will work still hoping on better 
times. Perhaps only Christ can give us the so longed interracial peace, beginning 
with ourselves. . 


WHY WE ASKED DR. KAGAWA TO COME CHINA 
by Dr. A, R. Kepler of the Church of Christ in Cnina (at Tsinan) 


Our Christian Movement in China has been facing a cleavage, which cleavage 
has been growing wider and wider. The idea came to several of us that the best 
way to bring these divided groups of sincere Christian people together was giving 
them a vision of our Christian religion from a higher plane than doctrine. We felt 
that this vision could be brought to us by no one more clearly and persuasively than 
by Dr. Kagawa. 


We sought the cooperation of friends in the West to enable us to set up conferences 
to achieve this purpose. Our first conference was held in Hangchow last summer, 
where we had ‘representatives from our united Church of Christ from all parts of the 
country. Dr. Kagawa lectured twice daily for five days, and his message made a deep 
spiritual impression, and I believe that our prayers and hopes were in a very large 
degree answered through those Hangchow days when this large representative group 
of Christian leaders was led by Dr. Kagawa to see as never before their great 
task and glorious Opportunities as well as the inexhaustible richness of our Christian 
faith. 


Dr. T. Z. Koo has remarked that the Oriental has been accustomed to look upon 
piety and poverty as synonymous. When the missionary from the West came to 
China he seemed to combine piety with prosperity. The result was bewildering to 
the Chinese. But Kagawa has come along, giving away every cent which is his 
through his literary work, and voluntarily choosing to share his life and his money 
with the proletariat and the poor rather than to enjoy ease and comfort in life. This 
type of religion bears the earmarks of genuineness to the Chinese. The response to 
Dr. Kagawa’s appeal was immediate and startling. 


*“ Are you laying any money aside in the form of insurance for your wife and 
children,” Tasked him the other day. “ No,” he replied, “J am-using all my money 
to help the wives and children of my friends when they are sick or dying, and I have 
confidence that my friends will show the same care and concern for my wife and 
children should I become sick and should their means of support be taken away.” 
This reply of his opened up for me a vista that I had never had before of a real 
Christian socialism, where friend feels responsibility for friend. 


Dr. Kagawa's downright sincerity will break through the barriers of speech and you 
cannot help but grip his vision and become infected by his contagious personality, so 
that you will be obliged to face up to his challenge—* Will you follow.” 


We have just come from a very small Retreat in Shanghai. It wasavery carefully 
selected group of thirty-four—half of whom were English speaking Chinese and the 
rest missionaries. This conference lasted for four days. Each meeting began with a 
devotional period, after which Dr. Kagawa would speak for an hour or more, after 
which the meeting was open for discussion. Dr. Kagawa revealed to us a breadth of 
knowledge that was impressive. Although his eyes are so affected that he finds it 
difficult to read, yet he manages to keep abreast with the times by enlisting the aid 
of his friends) He buys books and hands them to his friends to read, who later on 
inform him of the contents. These his wonderful memory helps him to retain and 
utilize when the occasion arises. His range of reading is very wide. For example, 
he told me that he had just gone over “The History of Smoking,” because he felt 
that as a social engineer, it was his duty to be thoroughly acquainted with such 

subject. 

It is astounding to enumerate the various angles of human life and human prob- 
lems, 0n which he has thought deeply. He has unified his outlook on life and he has 
discovered that that unity isin Christ. I am quite sure that the rich spiritual ex- 
perience which came to that Shanghai group will also be yours as, with Dr. Kagawa 
you face life during these coming days in the presence of Jesus Christ. 

‘ 
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After giving the addresses recorded in the Shanghai Number of Friends of Jesus, 
Dr. Kagawa took the train north to Tsinan in Shangtung, the province of Confucius. 
On the way he stopped and visited the tomb of the great Chinese sage, in the company 
of his friend, Dr. Kepler, the secretary of the Church of Christ in China. 


ADDRESS AT TSINAN INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP CLUB 


Dear Friends: It is privilege to meet you tonight. I came to give 
testimony to Christ. I think you Chinese hate me‘because I am a 
Japanese. At the time of the “ Tsinan Incident,” I was, however, very 
much against any kind of Japanese occupation of your province. In 
Japan I fought against it very much. Therefore do not take me as a 
Japanese, but asa Christian. And yet if you want to hate Japan, hate 
me also! At the present time my trip to China is something in the 
nature of making apology for Japan. I am all the time bowing down 
my head and saying, “Excuse me, excuse me,” and so I say, “Excuse 
my nation also.” 

In my fifteenth year I was baptised as a Christian. We had a big 
war with Russia about that time, but I hated war because I had been 
influenced by Tolstoi. When I was sixteen I went up to Tokyo to study 
in the Presbyterian college. There were only three pacifists among the 
students, two boys who were brothers besides myself. These brothers 
were very clever fellows and therefore they kept quiet; but I did not! I 
said boldly that I was against war, even against the war with Russia. So 
one night the students’ assembly decided that I was to be judged. I was 
called out at night to the playground back of the theological seminary, 
There the students were gathered together, headed by a senior. This 
boy, a theological student, asked me,— 


”? 


“Do you say Japan madea mistaketo declare war against Russia? 
“Yes!” I replied. 


a 


“Oh! You are a most foolish fellow! Now obey our orders!” 

Then one of the students came up to me and slapped me on the 
cheek. I was Tolstoian, so I didn’t resist at all. But I wept, because I 
was very young. I was beaten many times that night, I have forgotten 
how many. I came back to my room feeling very lonesome. But I 
didn’t keep quiet. I preached peace. 

I have continued to preach it. Twenty-four years later, in 1928, 
when the Japanese occupied Shantung, I agitated against it. I organized 
the All Japan Anti-War League. I asked the labor unions to help me 
with it, as well as the other labor, social and religious groups. We 
named it the All Japan Anti-War Federation. 

I anticipated that this move would mean some danger for me, and 
sure enough, before long, my friends came anxiousiy to warn me that all 
over Tokyo, even in its central section, there were posted bills in many 
places saying: 

KILL THE TRAITOR KAGAWA! 
HE IS AGAINST THE NATION! 
HE IS A TRAITOR TO THE NATION! 

My friends wanted me to avoid the danger, but I said, “Yes? That’s 
nothing. For many years I have been accustomed to that kind of 
experience! When I led the General Strike of thirty-five thousand, in 
Kobe in 1921, though I was only the advisor, the public took me to be 
the person chiefly responsible. So for forty days reports kept coming in 
from many different sources, ‘You are going to be murdered by ruffians.’ 
But they didn’t kill me. I was arrested at the end of that time, and then 
J was quite safe, being in prison! 

So when the placards were posted against me in 1928, I said, “ All 
right! If they want to kill me, I shall die for the Peace of the world!” 

The very next day after having received this warning was the one 
scheduled for the mass meeting of the new Anti-War Federation. It was 
to be held in the evening, and when IJ arrived at the public hall there were 
four hundred policemen already arrived to protect me! The proceedings 
of that evening were highly interesting. The police kept order so strictly 
that whoever even shouted during the meeting was taken out and arrested. 
Among those arrested were two Presbyterian elders, and it fell to my 
lot to go to the police station and secure their release! 

I was thoroughly entertained to have this privilege, noting the 
contrast with that earlier Russo-Japanese War experience. Then a 
theologue, now pastor of one of the largest Presbyterian churches in 
Tokyo, had led the other students in condemning me for pacifism. Now, 
two Presbyterian elders were so carried away by their emotion for peace 
as to get themselves arrested, while four hundred policemen were protect- 
ing me from the anti-pacifists! 

Unless we become more religious in both Japan and China, we shall 
never have permanent peace. I am an humble servant or follower of 
Christ. Marx boys are following Marx, but Iam following Christ. 
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As a boy, I was utterly alone and an orphan, for my father and 
mother died when I was only four. At eleven I was sent to one of the 
Buddhist temples, to study some of the teachings of Confucius, and of his 
pupil, Mencius. It was very difficult, however, to see how I could ever 
practise these excellent teachings, because my surroundings were so bad 
I thought it impossible for me to follow Confucius’ advice to become a 
saint, a moral man, because my elder brother, since my father’s death the 
authority in the family, was thoroughly dissolute. Moreover, all our 
neighbours were bad, too. Yet our ancestors had been rulers over nine 
teen villages, and my father had been one of the secretaries to the Privy 
Council of the Emperor. 

My brother was very much opposed to Christianity. But I liked to 
study English, and so asked him whether I could go to a missionary to 
doso. “Yes,” he said, “‘ but you are not allowed to believe in Christ, be- 
cause Christianity is an enemy to Japan!” Nevertheless my brother 
himself was living a very licentious life, keeping seven concubines, and 
soon afterward he lost all the property which he had inherited from our 
father. 

I was left very poor, and thus began to meditate upon life and God. 
My English teacher, the missionary, asked me to memorize one verse from 
the Bible,— 

“Consider the lilies, how they grow: they toil not, neither to they 
spin; yet I say unto you that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 
like one of these.” (Luke 12:27) 

That was an inspiration to me. And since about that time my brother 
died, I was led to think all the more deeply. The conviction came to me 
that only Christ could cure my heart. Therefore I began to believe in 
Him; and yet our relatives were so much against Christianity that J never 
said I believed in a personal God. I simply crept into my bed, put my 
head under the covers, and prayed to God. Sometimes I went into a 
closet and prayed to Him. I used to say: 

“Lord, let me believe in Thee; O Lord, let me be a follower of Christ; 
O Lord, let me live a pure life!” 

After praying thus for over seven months, I visited Dr. H. W. Myers, 
the missionary brother-in-law of my English Bible teacher, Dr. Logan, 
who was then living in the same house. Dr. Myers said to me,— 

“ Kagawa, do you believe in a personal God?” 

“Yes,” I replied. 

“Do you pray?” 

“Yes!” 

“Where do you pray?” (I had never yet dared go to church.) 

I did not answer, because I usually prayed under the bedclothes! 

“ Do you really pray ?” he asked me again. 

“Yes, yes!” 
“How long have you been praying?” 
“For more than seven months.” 
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“Then why don’t you receive baptism?” (I had been attending the 
Bible class for over a year, and therefore Dr. Myers thought it time. to 
baptise me.) 

“ Because if I should be baptised, my family would put me out of the 
house, and I could no longer go to school.” 

“Then, Kagawa, you are a very timid fellow!” 

“What are you saying? Do you mean I am a coward?” 

“Yes!” 

“Allright! In that case, I want to receive baptism! ” 

I did indeed want to be baptised, even at that very moment, for the 
Japanese is a courageous fellow, and the last thing he wants to be called 
is a coward. Two weeks later I went to church for the first time, and 
received baptism. At once I began to help in the Sunday School. : 

' As I grew in my Christian experience, I learned that to be a follower 
of Christ means at least three things: 

(1) That through Him we can find the true Father in Heaven. AsI 
have told you, I was an orphan, lonesome, and left in a most miserable 
condition, in poverty, and surrounded by immorality. Yet when I dis- 
covered that there is a true Heavenly Father, I found peace. I ask you, 
Friends, to remember that if any of you feel lonesome, and weary of life, 
there is a true Heavenly Father. 

(2) I found in Christ a life of positive goodness. Buddhism had 
taught us to live a life of indifference to all earthly things,—to wealth, 
honor, to the sword, to violence, to fornication. To be indifferent in that 
way is a blessing. For that reason I like the teaching of Buddha and also 
that of Confucius, which latter is especially good and practical for anyone 
who wants to rule others. But both of these teachings are extremely 
negative. Buddha taught us indifference to earthly things; but not how 
to live a good life, how to be pure also in economic life, how to believe in 
a personal God and to pray. He did not describe heaven. I like both 
Buddhism and Confucianism, but I came to realize that unless I believed 
in Christ I could not have peace in my life, and so I accepted Christ as my 
Savior. I found Christ. 

(3) .I found how to practise Love. 

Sometimes we are very selfish, and do not see the use of praying. Even 
some of you may be asking,—“‘ Why pray? Iam not sinful. ] am quite 
pure. I have no special faults. What is the use of praying?” It is quite 
true, that when you are contented, and have no holy ambition to build up 
the nation, you may have no desire to pray. If you have a good house, 
good children, and a good and comely wife, you are satisfied so far as your 
self goes. 

But can you forget the misery of the nation, and of the poor? Op- 
pressed by wars, oppressed by capitalism, oppressed by the injustice of 
the present social system,—can you forget the poor? If you are content- 
ed with the sort of a world we have at present, there is no use of praying. 
But if we want to have real peace, and real humanity, in which human 
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beings attain that for which the human race was intended, there are many 
problems for the solution of which we must pray. We must pray for each 
of the nations,—for Africa, for India, and for our countries of China and 
Japan. We must pray for world peace, for the uplifting of the poor, for 
the desert to be made green, for the New Age, the New Society. We must 
pray for Science to be controlled by Conscience. We must abolish licensed 
prostitution, and have done with liquor and opium. We must make all 
the physical contribute to spiritual betterment. We have so many things 
to pray for. Therefore I pray. 

Buddha did not teach us to pray, nor did Confucius. Christ did. And 
prayer has marvellous potency to attain its ends, however unattainable. 
Do we aspire—as we must—to be more godly? Then pray. 

You are studying the Bible. May you find in Christ the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life. May you find peace in Christ living in your heart. 
By Christ I mean the Love of God crystallized in Christ. I am not making 
an idol of Christ; I want to find the love of God crystallized in Christ. 
In the lectures we. shall have here in Tsinan, I desire to describe the 
meaning of the Love of God through Christ. 


CHRISTIANITY AND MODERN SCIENCE 


The other day in Soochow a friend asked, “Do you believe in religion ? 
Religion is very superstitious.” Many young men have suffered from 
that type of thinking since the communists came to the Orient. My 
answer to it-is simply to look at the world about us, the world of tangible, . 
visible objects. There are two ways to look at anything,—from the 
points of view of Time, and of Space. Looked at from the point of view 
of Space things appear to be matter, but when we look at them from the 
point of view of Time we shall find in them Life. We very often make 
the mistake of looking at matter as a dead thing, and when we do look at 
things as dead, we see no need for religion. That was the mistake of 
Karl Marx. He wanted to look at matter only from the point of view of 
space, and to count life as merely the heaping up of matter. But Einstein 
knows better. When that great scientist came to Japan I had the chance 
to take a walk with him, and seized my opportunity to ask him concerning 
these things And with his own lips he told me that energy in time and 
matter in space are one and the same thing.. That is what he told me. 

What we call matter is nothing but energy in action. Of the three 
characteristics of matter,—weight, hardness, and capacity or length plus 
breadth,—weight comes from the attraction of gravity, hardness from the 
rapidity of the movement of matter, and length and breadth also from the 
velocity of the movement. Probably many of you have read a recent book 
by Eddington entitled “ The Nature of the Physical World,” in which the 
author calls our attention to the law of contraction, discovered a half 
century ago by Fitzgerald. Prof. Milliken of the University of Chicago 
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has been successful in experimentation with this law. We have learned 
that atomic action is similar to that of the earth and the solar system. 
Though one particular thing seen at one point looks like a material thing, 
we must all the time make a careful distinction and look at matter from 
both points of view. When we look at things from the point of view of 
energy, there we continually discover Life. 

The Theory In the nineteenth century the majority of the scholars had 
Viteltsd: not yet adopted this theory of Vitalism. Those who denied 
the vitalistic view of the world became more materialistic and sceptical. 


Chufu City Gate, near the tomb of Confucius 


Such were Buchner and his*followers. In Darwin’s famous book, “The 
Descent of Man,” you find three underlying theories or hypotheses, one of 
which is taken from Buchner’s Materialism. One comes from Malthus. 
—the theory of the survival of the fittest. This is a terrible theory, but. 
Darwin adopted it. The third, from Helmholz, dealing with eye-defects, 
postulates that there are in Nature itself many ineradicable defects. 
Darwin could not see that things are developing in time, and that they 
will come to a more perfect condition,—that matter itself is being gradual- 
ly developed and transformed into psychological reality, and that psy- 
chological evolution will cure the defects of matter. 

Even in the sceptical nineteenth century, however, there were scholars 
who held to vitalism. Alfred Russell Wallace, a personal friend of 
Darwin’s, who believed in the vilalistic view of the world and so remained 
from beginning to end a Christian in his interpretation of biology. Just 
at the end of the nineteenth century a new system of philosophy sprang 
up, that of Bergson. His idea of life was vitalistic, and that vitalism swept 
the whole European scientific world. I have been informed that last year 
a number of great professors of London University gave lectures on 
religion, including Prof. Jeans, Prof. Thomson, Prof. Whitehead, the great 


mathematician, Prof. Huxley and Prof. Eddington. And they all of them 
are very religious. 


10 


Philosophical One of the reasons my friend asked me if religion were 
Materialism not superstitious is the fact that after the Great War the 
materialistic view of life was revived and the younger scholars and under- 
graduates were captured by it. But you must know that the philosophy 
of materialism is very old. As much as five centuries before Christ 
Democritus had a system of philosophy based on materialism. Lange, in 
his “History of Materialism,” starts with Democritus, and tells the story 
down to the time of Feuerbach in 1830, when, if you are familiar with the 
development of materialism you will remember that Feuerbach and 
Frederick Straus opposed Hegel. Hegel had led a great reaction when he 
laid emphasis on the pantheistic view of life. Straus and Feuerbach 
opposed him, and a revival sprang up of the philosophy of materialism. 

Now Marxian materialism is based on this dialectic materialism, which 
means logical materialism,—and logic is not matter! Logic is based on 
life and the conception of ideas. Therefore, says Lange, in his book, when 
Karl Marx insists that there can be a system of dialectic materialism, 
there issomething wrong. In all this talk about materialism, we must 
distinguish between matter itself, and the discussion of dialectic method, 
which is not matter, but logic. Some of you would find a study of Lange’s 
“History of Materialism” very profitable especially because of the clear 
ways in which it shows that materialism is not a new idea, but as old as 
philosophy itself. 

In the history of human thought, sometimes materialism and some- 

times idealism is in the ascendant, but all the time Life itself continues. 
And as long as life persists we shall never be able to get rid of idealism! 
I should like to dwell on idealism as well as on materialism, but let us 
now pass on to the question of Life. 
Life. Matter possesses one motion, while Life evolves upward from low 
and humble beginnings to its goal. Life has, first of all, Power. Then 
many Variations or Changes. Because of these we need Selection, and 
there is Growth in consequence. Out of Selection and Growth develops 
Law, and out of it gradually emerges in clear outline the Purpose or Aim 
of Life. Thus when we look at life we find in it seven elments: 

(1) Life, (2) Power, (3) Variation or Change, (4) Growth, (5) Selection, 
(6) Law, and (7) Purpose or Aim. These seven, elements of life are the 
most important things to account for. 

Some of you may think that Darwin’s theory of evolution explains 
life. Now I ama student of biology, and | consider the evolution theory 
very fine, but I know also that it lacks many points. It is nothing but a 
description of the development of species, which comes under the fourth 
of the seven elements of life, under Growth. In order to explain this 
evolution based on Growth, Darwin introduced two others of the seven 
elements, Variation and Selection. He quite omitted Purpose and the 
teleological view of life; he omitted Laws which are abiding in the very 
texture of Life. Thus he omitted two most important elements in Life. 
To illustrate the importance of Law :—we often hear it asserted that it is 
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possible to manufacture life. In 1921 Dr. Schaffer of Scotland made that 
statement, but the famous physio-biologist, Dr. Max Verworn of Germany 
studied carefully the conditions of Schaffer’s experiment and discovered 
that in supposedly ‘manufacturing’ life the Scottish scientist had merely 
fulfilled the conditions laid down by Law. If we look at life from the point 
of view of Law or Purpose, we find in this teleogical view the Creator 
Who created Law, Who created Purpose, Who created Energy or Power, 
Who created Life itself. 

Evolution developed and somewhere during its process man came 
into existence,—and he is still going on! It is foolish, very foolish to 
think of matter only and to exclude Man! In Man we have Life, Power 
or Energy, Variation, Growth, Selection, Law, immanent in psychologi- 
cal processes,—and Purpose or Aim. We have these seven elements in 
Nature, and also in the human consciousness. 

If we judge man only from the materialistic viewpoint, we err. In 
our own mind we have the power to Create,—to create a chair, to create 
a book. We have the power to Preserve. We have the power to Save. 
And we have the power to Observe or to See. These four types of Power 
are given to the conscience of Man. They are in reality Religion. Re- 
ligion really means the quickening of life and the bringing of life nearer 
to God, nearer to the Almighty Power. When we have life and want to 
preserve life as a whole, to create the contents of life, to redeem life and 
to observe life, we find these four points,—Creation, Preservance, Redemption, 
and Observation to be the four elements in religion. 

If we look at things from the viewpoint of matter only, we do not 
have valuation or evaluation. Knowledge, truth, beauty and goodness 
come from our evaluating power, and that is not concerned with matter. 
Many people forget life when they are thinking of truth, beauty and good- 
ness, but we cannot separate these things from life. They are its central 
realities. And when we look at life we find the greatest beauty is the 
beauty of holiness and that is religion. 

Life, Power, Change, Growth, Selection, Law and Aim are the seven 
great values. We did not bring ourselves into being. By the Power of 
the Universe, by the Growth and Variating Power of the Universe, by the 
Selective Power of the Universe, by the Law of the Universe, and by its 
Purpose,—by the God of the Universe we came into existence. And even 
when we degenerate there is a Power which can revive us and that we 
call Salvation. When we study the development of Love, upon which 
Christianity is based, we find this power of Regeneration. I want to 
discuss that question of Love tomorrow, taking as my subject, the 
Struggle for Existence versus Mutual Aid. 


THE STRUGGLE FOR EXISTENCE VERSUS MUTUAL AID 


Is the struggle f : : : 
Bote hane A German philosopher said some time ago that when 


for evolution ? we study the theories of any philosopher we must first 
study his character. Nietsche it was who championed 
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this theory of the struggle for existence, and the theory that might is 
right; but Nietsche suffered from syphilis, being twice in the hospital 
‘with it. And Berhardi, who followed in his steps in emphasizing the 
struggle for existence—Berhardi was a.general in the German army! 
Why is it that the struggle for existence theory is popular in Japan? 
Because the Japanese are inclined to militarism.. The same thing was 
true of Great Britain at the time when Darwin developed his theory of 


x erry ® 
\ 56 ee % J 


Memorial Arch at the Tomb of Confucius 


evolution. Militarism was in vogue then. Therefore the theory of the 
struggle for existence came from Great Britain, not from the United 
States. In the United States this theory is not popular. Where militarism 
is popular, the theory of class struggle is also popular. 

Let us study somewhat in detail whether or not the struggle for ex- 
istence is the basis for evolution. I admit that there is struggle for ex- 
istence, but is it true that evolution comes only through such struggle? I 
am not a specialist in biology, but insofar as I have studied this question, 
I have learned of the limitations of the application of this theory. The 
struggle for existence is limited by (1) Climate, (2) Zones, and (3) Food. 
The Darwinian theory of the struggle for existence must be more narrow- 
ly applied and what we consider the struggle for existence does not afford 
the fundamental basis for evolution. 

The famous entomologist, Jean Henri Fabre, who studied very care- 
fully the living conditions of insects, thought Darwin was mistaken at this 
point ; and Darwin himself praises Fabre as a brilliant entomologist and 
an incomparable observer, who wrote like Homer about insects. Fabre 
says that when animals meet there is no law of the struggle for existence, 
to extinguish other species. When they come together they fight each 
other, but the. law of extinction does not prevail. He says also that 
among insects the struggle for existence is restrained by their instincts. 
The struggle for existence among insects has been studied also by 
Howard, an American entomologist. He reports that there is a circle of 
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victims. Insect A eats Insect B, B eats C, and C eats D, and so on, until 
the last one in the series eats A! Sometimes seventeen or eighteen species 
make such a circuit. There is, at any rate, a definite limit to the struggle 
for existence. 

We sometimes fancy that in the world of nature the struggle for ex- 
istence is chaotic, every one bites the others and everything is in a terrible 
condition,—but it is not so. The food problem among animals is a most 
interesting subject to study. A British zoologist tells us that lions in 
Central Africa are not as furious as we think them. They are satisfied 
when their stomachs are full, and when they are hungry they go out and 
eat goats. If the lions should at any one time eat all the goats, the lions 
themselves would die out. In order that the species of lions may be 
continued their quota of goats must also continue to exist. Comparing 
the population of goats with the population of lions in a detailed study 
discloses a very interesting program. Sometimes when the population of 
goats increases other species of animals suffer; and then the lions act as 
policemen and keep down the goat population ! 

In the Rocky Mountains every fourth year a certain species of rat 
comes out by the million. Then even the sparrows turn into carnivorous 
birds to keep the number of rats small enough so that other animals may 
be able to survive. The history of carnivora is very interesting. In 
Egypt certain species which formerly had been non-carnivorous changed 
and became carnivorous because there was need of acting as policemen 
to keep down the number of other species, as do the lions. Henry Fuirfield 
Osborn wrote a book called “The Age of Mammals,” in which he gives 
the story of how carnivorous animals became such, are typical of other 
animal families, in that but one species is carnivorous, the dinosaurs 
among the reptiles. There are six species of dinosaurs, one of which flies 
like a bird, one of which goes down to the water like a fish, and one wears 
plates of armor .ike a motorist! One runs like a horse, one goes to the 
soil and becomes herbivorous, and only one out of the six becomes 
carnivorous This carnivorous animal, tymosaurous, became a terrible 
animal, in the museum at New York you will find a specimen 154 feet in 
length from head to tail) like a whale but with a weight four times 
greater and yet a very small brain. Because the brain was so small and 
the weight so heavy the animal was like a living cave. It walked: 
slowly and tremblingly like a man afflicted with paralysis. This sort 
of big carnivorous animal has no real place in the development of life, 
and so it died out. Militaristic civilization is like this tymosaurus :—Japan, 
Germany, and every nation trusting to militarism is like this animal 
without a brain! 


Not struggle but If we would go from lower to higher divisions it is neces- 
Por rus evolti, sary to be peaceful. As all of you know, Mendel found 

through his study of peas that it is not so much environ- 
ment as the inner power of life, mostly through heredity, which helps its 


growth and development. Burbank, a famous Californian botanist; 


14 


confirmed this hypothesis. 

When there is a severe struggle for existence due to outside factors, 
then the stock that has more energy to develop is left. If that outside 
struggle ceases, then the power to grow will appear, the inner energy of 
that particular species. All of you, and especially medical and botanical 
students will understand me when I say that mutants come as off-shoots. 
Mutants appear as the struggle for existence ceases. We then have many 
species, or varieties within species, as with morning glories, gold fish, or 
the varieties of the silk worm. Up toa hundred years ago in Japan we 
had few species of morning glories, but then we cultivated them and 
hundreds of varieties were developed until at present there are about 2,000 
species or varieties in Japan. 


World Peace would People are mistaken when they say that the reason the 
bring World Progress * "Kee 

Japanese are strong is because they are militarists. In 
Japan we kept peace for about three hundred years. If the human race 
as a whole could keep the peace for three hundred years, and not spend 
energy fighting one another, the world would change profoundly for the 
better. At present we spend money and lives killing each other, and the 
mutants stop growing. 


en Se The Ant family have progressed, according to Wheeler, 
Miconscious from carnivorous insects to industrial communities. Forminia 

in Australia is the original species of ants, and it is carni- 
vorous. On the other hand it is most wonderful how the Honey ants 
of Texas help one another. Even ordinary ants have two stomachs, 
one for themselves and the other for other people. This I have seen 
in Japan. WhileI wasil. I kept honey in my box near my bed, and 
this attracted the ants. One day my boy called to me, “Papa! Come! 
here is an ant feeding his friend!” And I saw the two ant friends, one 
of which was feeding tie other, not from his own stomach, but from the 
sto ach which he kept for his friend’s sake. As to whether the friend 
said, Thank you, or not, I do not know! 

In the Honey ants of Texas this second stomach kept for the friend’s 
sake has evolved into a very large affair, a biz bag, large enough to feed 
sometimes thousand of ants in tne nest in winter-time. When mutual aid 
exists in this fashion, the species will make progress. 


The Evolution In the treatment of the evolution of Mutual Aid, I want to 
of Mutual Ait’ -efer to the famous book of that title by Kropotkin. I cannot 
cover all it contains that is of interest. But a careful study of the subject 
makes it evident that Mutual Aid does evolve, from an unconscious period 
to a semi-conscious one, and then to a fully conscious period, in which 
moral systems appear. The semi-conscious stage of Mutual Aid is the 
one chiefly described by Kropotkin, and by Henry Drummond in his 
“ Ascent of Man” under the heading “‘ Mother’s Care.” Kropotkin did not 
describe the fully conscious Mutual Aid system of the world. 

It was Christ who fully became conscious that we must love one 
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sis by another. He taught that 
i God Himself is Love. The 


44 ee whole world is based on 
the love of God. 
The Three Stages of If un- 


‘d Deyel nt. 5 
Upward Developme conscious 


groups are still on the low 
level of the struggle for 
existence, then with con- 
scious morality we must 
lift up and redeem the 
unconscious groups to a 
better world. Therefore 
the profound meaning of 
the appearance of Christ. 
Nature evolved up to the 
human being; from semi- 
conscious humankind mo- 
‘rals came into existence; 
and the (conscious) love of 
Christ became fully con- 
scious of the whole world. 
Through the conscious 

: ees * love of Christ, real huma- 
The Matsuzawa Community Church nity, based on the love of 
God, came into existence. 
That is the reason why history changed completely after Christ was born. 


Wars, Capitalism and On the other hand, sometimes, you know that though 
saat aarp of we want to evolve humanity upward,some become insane, 


Unconscious Levels. sgme degenerate into other forms of unconsciousness, 

such as wars and fightings, and so the conscious stage of 
humanity is degraded into the unconscious state, with wars and fightings 
and chaotic conditions. An illustration is Marxism. When Karl Marx 
mixed violence with love he forced man down to this unconscious period 
Capitalism is another instance of degeneration back to the unconscious 
stage. Some blame Christianity, therefore, saying that it is guilty of 
capitalistic ways, but Christ Himself is not guilty. When we degrade 
ourselves to selfishness, we are against Christ. 


Eternal I believe that humanity must develop in the form of the love 

of Christ. We must become fully conscious of the morality of love. 
Forgetting skin-colors, forgetting all our capacities of intellect, we must 
love black, or yellow, white or feebleminded, we must love them all in 
the love of God. Then and then only shall we be able to have an everlasting 
peace. Without the love of full consciousness based on morality we shall 
never be able to have eternal peace. 
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CHRISTIANITY AND THE SPIRITUAL LIFE 


It is my last chance to speak to you and I want to take my chance, 
and tonight I want to meditate on Christianity and the Spiritual Life. It 
may sound to you as though the spiritual life were something very super- 
ficial and supersitious, but for me it is areal fact. When you look at a 
beautiful thing, you feel it is beautiful. So with life——we have a way of 
looking at life. 


I. Observation Qne function of the spiritual life is to observe. Sometimes 
we confuse this sort of observation with that of philosophy, but the dif- 
ference between the spiritual life and philosophy is this,—that while in 
the spiritual life we lay emphasis more on /ife, and afterward consider the 
importance of observation, in philosophy we have ‘philos’ and ‘sophia’ 
(ove of wisdom) and all the time are questioning and questioning and 
never come to a conclusion,—never get asolution. If philosophy gives a 
solution, then the quest of philosophy is at an end. And then begins re- 
ligion. Religion is concerned with life and the way out. 

We have pain, sorrow, tears, and death. And philosophy questions 
why:—Why do we suffer? Why pain, why sorrow, why tears, why death? 
But in life we must go straight through and conquer—conquer pain, sor- 
row, tears and death. That is religion. The famous German philosopher, 
Rudolph Eucken, told us that for philosophy the question of pain and evil 
remains forever unanswered, but that we have power to conquer them 
through religion. So the observation of life which is more concerned 
with conquering is different from philosophical observation. Philosophical 
observation comes from doubt, and concerns methods of study; obser- 
vation on the spiritual life is more inclined to learn wisdom to conquer 
anything confronting us. Therefore we may state it in this way, from 
the standpoint of philosophy we take more account of knowledge,—how to 
know—, and that for religion we seek to acquire wisdom, to conquer. 

Buddhism is a system of religion based on observation. Buddhism 
lays emphasis more on Nirvana which means ‘cut off’, or ‘cut away’ or 
“sweep away’. And here we have transmigration, all the time repeating 
things,—being born, eating, growing up, and getting married, and having 
children and dying. Children growing up, getting married, having chil- 
dren and dying—that is Nirvana. Life is weary. It counts for nothing. 
Therefore for Gautama Buddha, nothing for nothing,—utter nothingness 
was the best. The system of Zen is based on observation, on wisdom, and 
the Zen sect employ wisdom under the life of transmigration. I respect 
Buddhism on this point because sometimes in life we have many things 
which are not necessary,—earthly wealth, respect, many ornaments, many 
concubines. Therefore when we consider these things nothing, it is really 
a victory. Christ had that same attitude toward life. He emphasized 
poverty in heart. That means that same thing. 

But if you stop only at this point the spiritual life is very poor, and 
amounts to emphasis merely on the negative side of life. We must learn 
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how to observe life as a whole; and for observation we must have at least 
five elements: 

1. A Comprehensive Standpoint. For instance, when we look at this 
table from above it seems like a mere board. But we must look at it from 
all different sides. Then observation is complete. Materialists are making 
a mistake at this point,—they are making observations only on the 
material plane, while life is concerned with more than matter. 

2. Again we must observe things in time. You get discouraged, 
think only of the moment,—and that life is weary and its problems 
insoluble. So you say, “I’ll commit suicide!” It is too early to do that! 
In Japan about 14,000 a year commit suicide. Most of them are between 
the ages of 19 and 35 for men and 24 and 40 for women. It is noteworthy 
that so many commit suicide. Why? Because they consider life is weary, 
painful, sorrowful, and they can conquer it in this fashion. 

But if we go to see a play with five acts and stay to see only the first 
act and then decide to commit suicide, saying: ‘Oh, there’s nothing to 
it! it’s terrible”—we make a bad mistake. We should wait till the fifth 
act and then we shall find some solution. 

3. And now coming to the matter of Adtitude. We must fix our 
attitude. When we are interested we can observe things, but when we are 
not interested we cannot observe. 

4. We must employ iustvuments to observe. Then what is the instru- 
ment to observe God? It is our soul. Without the soul we cannot 
observe God. 

Yesterday I asked your attention to this fact, that in Nature we find 
Power, Change, Growth, Selection, Law and Aim and Life. And these 
seven elements have one unity in our mind. When we have consciousness 
of mind then we can find that in the whole universe there is a Mind. 
Unless we use our mind or our consciousness things are like impersonal 
powers ruling over the world. 

5. And we must know the Method of using the instruments. The 
method of using the mind and soul is Love. Unless you haye love you 
cannot observe God. Where there is love you'll find God, for God is love. 


So much for Observation; but that is not all. We must go on to 


creation. 


Il, CREATION. We must invent things, create things. And in the Buddhism 


of the Zen sect we haven’t creative force in our souls. Christianity affirms 
that truth, that we do have creative force in our souls. Wemust become 
like God. Christ taught us to be perfect like our Heavenly Father. We 
ought not to be satisfied with only being a human being, with only a 
human level of existence, with attaining only to a human standard of 
attainment. We must all the time be creating, aspiring, ambitious. 

If materialism were the only reality, we might be easily satisfied. 
That is what happens when a philosophy of materialism gains credence. 
Therefore when that happens, the next thing is the demand for stimuli. 
Now since materialistic communism has come the world is covered with 
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erotic stimuli. In Russia, in Japan and in Shanghai, I find it very bad 
Because materialism has saturated the world, spiritual aspira tion has 
stopped, and there comes the danger for the next generation. 


Ill, PRESERVATION. Thirdly what we have to consider in life is Preserva- 
tion. When we climb up to a certain culture we must preserve the 
position already gained. Sometimes we lose it. Therefore one of the most 
important factors in religion is the preservation of values gained. For 
instance, in this generation the electric light has been invented. If the 
next generation, or the second from us, should lose the power to make 
the electric light or ways of maintaining electricity, then the problem of 
keeping the electric light would become religious. Fire wasa great element 
in human culture and in Japan there is a shrine where fire is preserved 
with the most sacred religious ceremonies. To preserve a gained value is 
most important for the advancement of human beings. 


AY. REGENERATION. Sometimes we lose the value we have gained. We can- 
not maintain the height that we have achieved. We degrade ourselves; 
we degenerate. So we find in life the need of regeneration. The power 
of regeneration we call redemption, or redemptive power. 

The theory of evolution teaches only one-way development, evolving 
all the time, and does not teach us the power to redeem or regenerate, nor 
the life of rejuvenation, or redemption. 

Now in the life of value we have these four phases,—observation, 
creation, preservation and regeneration. When we are lost in the fog of 
life, then we need the power of observation. When we have to create we 
need the power of creation. When we have to preserve what we have 
gained, we need the power of preservation. When we feel we are sinful 
and degraded we need the power that can save us. 

Because we must develop to a higher level of being, we need the 
power of religion. Religion is different from ethics, ethics is concerned 
with one plane, one sphere, the sphere of morals. Religion is concerned 
with the whole of life. For instance, if we judge a prostitute from the 
ethical standard alone she is a most terrible being to be put out from 
society. But if we judge her from the religious standpoint, we must save 
that prostitute and lift her to our standard. 

It is essential for us to consider the things of religion from the two 
sides all the time. We consider that we are aspiring, but really if we look 
at it from the point of view of the whole world, this aspiring will is really 
caused by the Absolute Will of the world, the Absolute Will of God. 

Now we have here a certain value and we observe it and we know 
that we still must climb up to a higher level and so we need Creative 
Power, Power of Preservation, and also Power of Regeneration. But these 
things come from above, from God the Creator, God’s Providence, and God 
the Redeemer. 

Looked at from the human side, religion is the Art of Life. Looked at 
from the side of the Absolute, it is Power, Life-Power, or Life itself,—the 


19 


Eternal Life, that John described. This art of life must be understood. 
Many people do not understand the art of life. In Japan we love beautiful 
things, but when it comes to the Art of Life, making our soul nobler, 
finer, more beautiful, we neglect it. When we examine our dreams, our 
inner thoughts, we find terrible things inside. We think it doesn’t matter 
because nobody will see them. But really we must make our soul 
beautiful. 

The aim of the Art of Life is holiness,—holiness,—holiness in heart. 
For me the Art of Life, or holiness, is a treasure. Nobody can steal from 
me my ambition to be holy. When I kneel down in the closed room I feel 
I am with God, and tempest, earthquake,—none of these things can steal 
from me my longing to be holy. I feel holiness is the art of life. 

But so many bad currents come from outside,—temptations, bad 
stimuli of sexual life, bad cinemas, etc. All these things come and they 
want to steal my holiness. Then I need the power of God to cleanse me, 
and to help me, to keep my soul pure and holy. If the power will come 
from above, and God will abide within me as the Holy Spirit, I feel the 
Immanence of God inside me. I lived many years in the slums of Kobe 
and my next door neighbors were prostitutes. But I never felt any 
temptation from them because I kept the candle of holiness burning 
within. I felt I must help our sisters to be purer and holier. Therefore I 
never felt any temptation. 

This kind of talk may sound very superficial to you, but for me it isa 
real thing. If I hadn’t had this longing for holiness, I couldn’t have stood 
against the temptations of life in the slums, and worked for the relief of 
prostitutes. 

In the midst of the night I meet God in the temple of my heart. Four 
years ago both of my eyes were blind. I was in the hospital forty-four 
days. But because I carried the candle of holiness inside of me, I felt joy 
in my life. 

And I wish you young men of China may feel the power from above, 
—the power of holiness, the power to keep us from sin, the power to keep 
us from all kinds of evil. When we have that power, then death, sorrow 
and pain cannot touch the inner shrine of our soul. 


Prayer :— 


O Holy Divine, give us this day Thy power to cleanse us. In Christ's 
Name, Amen. 
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THE UNCEASING VISION OF CHRIST 


Tsinan, Jan. 25, 1931 Vespers. _ ‘ 


Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision: Be not afraid, but speak, and 
hold not thy peace ; for Iam with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee; for I 
have much people in this city. 

Acts 18: 9-10 

Here in the eighteenth chapter of Acts we find Paul discouraged. He 
was very much discouraged. It was just then that at night the vision of 
Christ appeared to him and said, “Fear not, Paul, for Iam with you.” 
If we read the Acts of the Apostles and also Paul’s 13 epistles carefully, 
we find that Paul has many most wonderful visions of Christ. When he 
is discouraged, the vision of the Lord appears and then he marches on. He 
gets discouraged again, then another vision comes. In our own lives we 
have a similar experience. We are like a steamer or a boat floating in 
the waves. Now we experience prosperity, and ride on the crest of the 
wave and then the next moment we are down at the bottom of the trough 
of the wave; then we rise up again, and then sink down again. So it is 
with the Church. Sometimes it is in prosperity, sometimes in the most 
discouraging situation. But it is wonderful to observe in the history of 
the Christian church, that bad times are followed by a period of revival 
and when revival comes, it is usually ushered in by a new Vision of 
Christ. 

Now what is the reality of the Vision of Christ? The Apostle Paul in 
the beginning could not understand the nature of Christ. He saw Christ 
as acriminal. Hecould not find any truth in him. He was simply a 
traitor,—a traitor to the Kaiser of the Roman Empire. Therefore Paul 
was very indignant against the superstitious group of Nazarenes. But 
the more he opposed that superstitious group, the more truth he found in 
it. I had the same experience. WhenI wasa student I thought Christ- 
janity was a religion of superstition. I could not discover the truth of 
Love. We very often misunderstand the nature of religion. We want to 
find out the truth in science and to some extent we are ableto do so. But 
natural science belongs to Nature, Religion belongs to life, and the 
essence of life is love. When we look at Christ from the angle of Love we 
find the truth in Him. 

Unless we analyse it from the point of view of Love, we can never 
find the essence of Christianity. Many German theologians in the past 
tried to find the truth of Christianity from the angle of natural science. 
Now we love science,—but the more we study science, the more we are 
left floundering adrift in the big ocean of knowledge. We are left in the 
darkness of doubt and inquiry. We feel the need of eternal sacrifice. 
Unless we have some kind of sacrifice, the human race cannot prosper. 
When we want true progress we must climb the ladder step by step. 
Parents must suffer for the sake of the next generation. Permanent 
growth and development need sacrifice. Social solidarity needs sacrifice. 
Social organization, to be well established, requires service and sacrifice. 
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It needs the blood of Christ. The meaning of Redemption lies there,—the 
meaning of the Crucifixion. 

When Paul came to the point of seeing that the crucified Criminal 
had suffered death on the cross for the whole human race, then his idea 
changed; his repentance and regret became as intense as his previous 
opposition had been, and he therefore counted himself the chief of 
sinners. He saw that love is the only power which can fuse the nations 
into one, that love is the only source thru which sinners can be saved, 
that Christ is the only hope, the only source of revival in life. The one 
whom he had opposed became the real source of life to him. 

You know how the Roman Empire suffered. If you read many pages 
of Lecky’s “History of European Morals” you find that the Roman 
Empire in the first century was passing thru a period of moral insanity. 
Tacitus records that the Roman citizens were so corrupt that if enemies 
did not appear from the outside then they fought their own friends. 

In that period the love of Christ appeared; and that vision was the 
only source of power to Paul. When he felt weariness he experienced it: 

(1) Onthe road to Damascus. Acts 9:3-9 

(2) In Jerusalem. Acts 22:17-21 

(3) In Antioch (Gal. 2:2—led by a revelation he went to Jerusalem) 

(4) When he wanted to go to Ephesus (Acts 16:6—the Holy Spirit 
suffered him not) 

(5) When he was discouraged in Corinth (Acts 18:9-10—in the night 
the vision of Christ appeared) 

(6) When he went back to Jerusalem and was arrested by a group 
of nationalists and suffered a great deal (Acts 23: 11—that 
night a vision of God appeared to him) 

(7) And again when he went to Rome and the ship was troubled on 
the ocean, in the night a vision of God encouraged him. Acts 
27:23-26 

That is the source of the victory of the Christianity of the first 
Century. And I believe the same thing when I read the stories of mission- 
aries. Some people think the discovery of electricity and of the steam 
engine, etc., were the great achievements of the nineteenth century, but 
what do you think about the repentance toward Christ of those negroes in 
Central Africa? What about the repentance of the flesh eaters, the 
cannibals of the South Seas? Do you read such wonderful stories in the 
history of the Roman Empire? I think the greatest achievements of the 
past can never be compared to these wonderful achievements of the 
missionaries of the nineteenth century ! 

When we read their stories, we find that they, too, were sometimes 
discouraged, but then the Vision of Christ appeared to them. They 
served, not because they wanted to take other nations by the sword, but 
because they wanted to serve them in the Name of Christ. The sword 
cannot conquer. Violence can never conquer a nation. Only love, only 
suffering, only crucifixion will conquer a nation and a human soul. 
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Though I am one of the leaders of the Social Movement in Japan, I 
am convinced that Marx will not win in Japan nor in this country. 
Though Marxism in some sense wants to reconstruct society, it is based 
on economic profit, and in order to divide profit in equal shares Marx 
suggests the use of violence. There is no fundamental solidarity there. 
Whether I receive equal wages or not is not a question of eternity. I, for 
instance, am willing to serve my fellowmen in this country without any — 
pay at all. Christ said, “Why do you make me a judge? I am not 
concerned about the distribution of wealth.” When we have life, labor, 
and personality, things are secondary. 

Love is the basis of society. If we want to have a real society 
we need love. And when we want to put love in practice, then we 
come to the crucifixion of Christ.” Therefore I have a firm convic- 
tion. I do not know whether the doctrines of Christianity will win or 
not, but I am sure the love of Christ will win in Japan and in the 
Orient. That is the reason I preach day and night and give testi- 
mony to this love of Christ. If our friends preach the doctrines of 
Karl Marx, I’ll preach the crucifixion of Christ. It may be very slow 
but surely it will conquer. You know how Christianity got the victory 
over the Roman Empire and the Roman Empire disappeared; but the 
truth of the crucifixion remains. The authority of kings and the authority 
of priests may die or disappear, but the truth of love stands for ever and 
ever. 

When I served in the slums of Kobe, and in the great relief work 
after the Tokyo earthquake, I found that nobody was against love. 
Sometimes when we practise love, selfish people oppose us, but they will | 
gradually find the truth of love. I have a firm conviction that in Japan, 
in China, in India, and even in Russia, this truth of the crucifixion will 
win. 

I tell you that even in Russia it is a question how long the kind of 
Marxism can be maintained. If Russia will come to real democracy 
basis, it will find the crucifixion of Christ. If a free state appears, it 
will find the Cross is the only possible basis of social solidarity. 

In the crucifixion there are two kinds of love, the fatherly kindness of 
God, and the brotherly kindness of men. In the crucifixion we have no 
mere ‘social gospel’; in it we have the Gospel of God, and the Gospel 
of humanity. In the crucifixion we find the truth of religion. We find 
there the truth, the Life and the Way. But I tell you the crucifixion is not 
a doctrine. It’s a truth of life. It’s not enough to merely honor and 
respect the Cross! Unless we bear the Cross of Jesus today, in China, in 
Japan, in the Orient, religion is meaningless. We must go forth in the 
spirit of Christ to bear the Cross, and then we find the love of Christ in 
life. 


Prayer. O Christ Our Lord: 
Reveal Thy truth through the crucifixion. We are discouraged at this time of the 
world’s depression and world panic. All over the world we are meeting the same difficulties, 
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in America, in Japan, in China, in India, in Great Britain, and elsewhere. All nations are 
suffering business depression because we do not realize the truth of Christ. Reveal to us 
tonight the truth of the Cross. Bless this great nation of China. Awaken the young men 
of this country. Give them the spirit of the crucifixion, so that they may suffer more for 
Christ. And grant thy blessing especially for the missionaries. When they feel lonesome 
especially in the interior of China, comfort them and bless them. And O Lord, continually 
say to them what Thou didst say to Faul. “ Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace ; 
for Iam with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee ; for I have much people in 
this city.” 

O Lord, bless the Kingdom of God Movement in Japan, that millions of Japanese people 
may be led to Jesus. Revive the churches of America, so that they may have more power. 
Revive the churches in Germany and England. 

In Christ's Name we ask it, Amen. 


MORE LETTERS FROM DR. BATES TO DR. KAGAWA * 


Dr. Bates’ earlier letters from Canada have been published. Those given below 
continue the story : 

My dear Friend and Brother : 

Greetings from Canada across the wide areas of plains and mountains 
and the broad expanse of the Pacific Ocean. The Kingdom of God is 
coming. Our people in Canada, inspired by the reports of your life and 
work and message, are stricken to the heart, and are asking the question, 
“What can we do to bring in the Kingdom of God in Canada?” 

Canada is very near to the Kingdom. It seems to me that the one 
thing to be done on any large scale is the interpretation of the social and 
economic implications of the Gospel. Our people are still thinking and 
acting in the spirit of individualistic capitalism. They are wonderfully 
kind and generous in both private and public charities but they do not 
hesitate to crush any competitor in the economic field. Darwinism rather 
than Christianity still rules in business. How to substitute cooperation 
for competition is the great problem in America. The love of money, the 
desire for riches, a high standard of living, comfort—these are the motives 
of life in Canada and the United States. They are taken for granted as 
natural and right. 

At the same time, there is a great change in the thinking and ques- 
tioning of today, caused by the economic depression, the large number of 
unemployed men, the accumulation of millions of bushels of wheat in the 
elevators in Western Canada, while thousands of farmers, the very 
people who grow the wheat, are without income because their grain can- 
not be sold. 

Canada is greatly affected by the Russian five year plan and alarmed 
by the spread of Russian Communism. Your clear statement in reference 
to Marxism is very illuminating and satisfactory. I am speaking entirely 
on “The Kingdom of God Movement” and am quoting freely from your 
addresses. They area great inspiration to me and Iam trying to make 


c ties a later issue we hope to print an article by Dr, Bates on the Kingdom of God Movemention 
anada. 
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them an inspiration to others. 

To the Editor: 

There is a wonderful response everywhere to the story of Kagawa 
and the Kingdom of God Movement. It is challenging the faith and life 
of our ministers and church members. There are dangers and difficulties 
in two directions. ‘The “ vested interest ” folk wish to make and keep the 
movement strictly and simply religious. The radical element want short- 
cut methods of social and economic reconstruction. I am speaking mosily 
of Dr. Kagawa’s emphasis on the Centrality of the Cross as the way of 
Life—the funeral of selfishness. 

It is impossible to run the Cooperatives with the competitive spirit. 

We are on the eve of a great revival. If some two or three will give 
themselves absolutely to the Way of the Cross as Dr. Kagawa has, it will 
come. Meanwhile let us wait on the Lord. 


THE SMALL GROUP AS PART OF THE INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIP 


By Dr. SUE WADDELL AND HER GROUP AT TSINAN. 

During the physical life of Jesus on our earth, He drew to Himself a 
little inner group to whom He said, “ This is my commandment, that ye 
love one another, even asI have loved you. .. Ye are my friends if ye 
do the things which I command you.” This group found themselves 
drawn not only to Him but to each other, through the power of His 
love. The full strength of this oneness in mutual love was not realized 
until after He left them,—perhaps because only then did they begin 
to understand the meaning of spiritual union. 

In that evening, just before He was taken from them, when He seems 
most clearly to have put into words His deepest desire for them, He prayed, 
‘The glory which Thou hast given me I have given unto them; that they 
may be one, even as we are one; I in them and Thou in me, that they may 
be perfected into one; that the world may know that Thou didst send me, 
and lovedst them, even as Thou lovedst me.’ 

And He had said, ‘ Neither for these only do I pray, but for them also 
which believe on me through their word; that they may all be one.’ 
Should there not now exist many groups of friends of Jesus,—groups 
which would unite in one central purpose, to reproduce the experience 
of that first group of His friends? 

We can have no doubt of the spiritual energy which was brought into 
being through the oneness to which they attained. And in the fuller light 
with which the centuries since Jesus have revealed new depths of meaning 
in his words, can we not believe that in the spiritual union of persons, in 
mutual love, there are possibilities, not yet even imagined, for bringing 
into being new creative energy. 

In that highest conceivable form of art, the drawing of persons into 
higher and higher phases of spiritual oneness, Jesus stands as Master. If 
we are only willing to allow ourselves to love, He is able to draw us 
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together, as He drew that first group of friends, into a power to interact, 
and to become one, of whose depths we are beginning to have a glimpse. 

In all groups, He must be the central drawing force, which most 
strongly serves to integrate,—but the integration not only must be a fel- 
lowship based on a spiritual union of each individual with Him, but it 
must be the development of a true spiritual oneness of person with person; 
‘that they may be one, even as we are one.’ 

The size might vary from two to an indefinite number, but it would 
seem wise that they be small enough to avoid the necessity of any 
mechanism of organization. In the composition of a group, perhaps 
greater potential values may lie in the crossing of various forms of the 
ordinary social barriers,—race, nationality, age, sex, cultural background, 
degree of education, social position. 


FELLOWSHIPS OF CHRIST IN AREAS OF COMMON RESPONSIBILITY 
AND INFLUENCE. 


Dr. Bates introduces one of his co-workers: 

During my recent visit to Canada it was my privilege to speak on “ The Kingdom 
of God Movement in Japan” not only from the pulpits of the United Churches but to 
groups of ministers, laymen and women representing the entire Protestant Christian 
Community. Some of these groups were arranged by Mr. W.H. Goodwin, a retired 
business man of Montreal who is devoting his time and energy to the great cause of 
the Kingdom and is organizing Fellowships of Prayer and Service. C.J.L. Bates. 


ihe Matsuzawa Church is in the real country ! 


And Mr. Goodwin introduces himself as follows: 
I am simply a layman, a member of the Foreign Mission Board'of 
the United Church, formerly the Metliodist Mission Board, of 20 years 
standing. I first heard Dr. Kagawa at the Washington Missionary Confer- 
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ence in 1925, and visited practically all our mission stations in Japan in 
1920, and have for many years been and still am a Commissioner of 
Kwansei College. Freed from business responsibilities and enable to carry 
on at my own charges, Iam working for and praying for the success of 
the Kingdom of God Movement in Japan and in Canada and in the whole 
world. 


THE NEW MISSIONARY APPROACH 
By W.H. GOODWIN (in the September 1, 1931, New Outlook.) 

The Jerusalem Missionary Conference of 1928 displayed no maps 
because it was recognized that there were now no more heathen countries 
to be painted black nor Christian countries to be painted white. New 
mission fields have been discovered, indescribable in geographical terms,— 
areas of life that run across all geographical, national, and racial 
boundaries. These new areas of life follow rather social, business, and 
professional lines, and are rapidly being captured by a new world force 
that is antagonistic to all religion... These new missionary fields call for a 
new missionary approach. 

The manner of this approach is now being explored. The basic plan 
is fellowship; mystic unions with practical issues; Christians pooling their 
experiences, seeking a group consciousness of the presence and mind of 
Christ, and a common agreement in prayer objectives that will culminate 
in new spiritual adventures and achievements. . .While an effective Chris- 
tian internationale is a stretch of the imagination and a test of faith to us 
ordinary workaday Christians, any two believers anywhere can at least 
start a fellowship group any time. The plan is simple. The conditions 
and promises are laid downin Matthew 18: 19-20. But for the sake of effec- 
. tiveness let these two or more, separate though they may be as to denomination, 
nation, or race, be in common as to interests, responsibilities, and spheres of 
action; so that emotions generated may find satisfaction in practical issues 
in the direction of corporate as well as personal duties. For ié 7s cortorate 
Christian action in specific areas of corporate responsibility that 1s so needful 
and yet so difficult to get. While it is accepted practice in big business to- 
day, for executives to meet in groups, seeking agreement as touching 
anything they shall do, it is far from being the practice for them to meet 
seeking agreement as touching anything they shall ask God to do for them; 
what a difference it would have made to our present world, if business 
men, financiers, and politicians had done just that; these revealing days 
make illustrations unnecessary. Three persons sitting equidistant in a 
circle may see all round the circle, if each is true to his own viewpoint and 
responsive to the viewpoints of the others, but even so, they can only see 
horizontally ; let Jesus come into their midst and they will see vertically ; 
they will be drawn up into a “higher synthesis” where corporate ideas 
are revealed, corporate desires created, corporate prayers framed, and the 
most creative, and most beneficent corporate actions initiated. Thus could 
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small groups in finance, business, industry and law and legislation, 
medicine, journalism, education, entertainment and what-not, become duly 
incorporated fellowships of Christ. Planted as “cells” in their own sets 
of circumstances these fellowships could leaven lumps of society that do 
not now yield to attacks from without. Gathered into an interlocking 
fellowship such as The Christian Internationale they could become mighty 
instruments in the evangelization of the world. 


THE ASSOCIATION FOR CHRISTIAN COOPERATION 


In the United States the new movement with elements similar to those 
of the Kingdom of God Movement in Canada possesses also a characteristic 
inception in the urge to international service. We quote from its prospectus: 

“The purpose of the Association shall be, in non-ecclesiastical ways, 
to strengthen the bond of fellowship and cooperation between groups in 
various countries who are seeking to further appreciation of Jesus Christ 
and to encourage fresh approaches to the problems of their respective 
peoples with a view to making their life and culture more nearly in accord 
with the spirit and quality of his life.” 


Dr. Kagawa telling a story to the Matsuzawa Christian kindergarten. 


“The Association is rooted in the conviction that the great need of 
the hour is for a cooperative quest for spiritual values. . .The undertaking 
seeks to find and understand the central attitudes of Jesus Christ. The 
spiritual quest, from their point of view, means that each people should 
ascertain Jesus Christ’s understanding of the basic facts of God and of 
human society, and should interpret them through its own national genius 
and needs.” 

“It is planned to encourage the formation of groups in as many cities 
(in the United States) as possible, for the discussion of contemporary 
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problems in religion, and to seek, in an open-minded way, a religious 
solution for the difficulties of a perplexed world. No elaborate or 
standardized organization is desired. Each group will determine its own 
simple procedure.” 

Its administration is in the hands of a Board of Trustees, representative 
of the Christian intellectual, professional and business leadership of the 
United States. Their names are as follows: 


Paul William Alexander Mcllyar H. Lichliter E.M. Bowman 


Charles W. McAlpin Bertha Conde Maynard M. Metcalf 
Charles H. Corbett Mrs. M.C. Midel Robert A. Doan 
Emily M. Morgan Daniel J. Fleming Justin W. Nixon 
Charles J. Ewald John Nuveen, Jr. Charles W. Gilkey 
Charles T. Paul Thomas W. Graham James B. Pratt 
William E. Hocking Mrs. Harper Sibley Henry T. Hodgkin 
William A. Spencer Harvey J. Howard Henry N. Wieman 
Edward H. Hume S. Wirt Wiley Rufus M. Jones 


“WHEN THE BEST PEOPLE COME TOGETHER AND START 
PRAYER MEETINGS” 


A fuller account of Dr. Kagawa’s trip to America will appear in a 
later issue. He sailed July 10th from Yokohama, and has spent a very 
busy four months, flying often to make his appointments, and preaching 
a great deal for the Japanese on the Pacific Coast in the interims of 
University lectures, in Chicago, Oberlin, Yale, and the Pacific School 
of Religion. His first engagements were at the YMCA conferences in 
Toronto and Cleveland. 

As to his motive in going, the following conversation in China last 
January may serve to reveal it. 

Dr. K: I cannot do much for your country unless prayer meetings are 
organized. I have no message with which to compete on the secular lecture 
platform. Unless you get small groups started. . .When the best people 
come together and start prayer meetings, then the spirit will spread and 
revive. If I go to America I’ll simply kneel down and pray. 

Mrs. J: I have heard Dr. Mott say, “I’ve gone from one lecture platform 
to another and accomplished nothing” as he emphasized the importance 
of prayer meetings. 

Dr. K: When the Holy Spirit moves in the upper room, you cannot stop 
it. But it comes only through prayer and sanctification. 

So far as I have known, you have the best stock of Christians in 
America. . .generous, universal-minded, big-hearted, gracious,— but they 
are separated, they haven’t their forces united. So I wish you would start 
a prayer group here and there... . 

Mrs. J: What would happen if there were a large number of groups, in 
Japan, in Korea, in the United States and in other countries, united pray- 
ing, unitedly following the revelation that would come through prayer. 
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What could not be occomplished in transforming the economic situation, 
the peace situation, the situation for childhood, and for all others. . . 
We have not yet begun to realize that prayer is a release of power. 


LETTER FROM DR KAGAWA 


A letter, dated September 22, 1931, from Los Angeles, shows that 
this hope has begun to be realized. Dr. Kagawa says: 

“ After very intensified meetings here, the Japanese have fully decided 
to start the Kingdom of God Movement among the Japanese in Southern 
California, and I am hoping and praying that in the fulness of time it may 
kindle the same fire and enthusiasm among Americans.” 

_ “My daily prayer is now for the spiritual awakening in this country, 
that the American churches may catch the fire of the Holy Spirit that is 
directing the Kingdom of God Movement in Japan, China, and touching 
Burma and India, and which is now rapidly spreading through Canada. I 
pray that it may sweep the United States of America with still greater 
momentum and deeper significance that may eventually move the whole 
world.” 


“A NEW LAY MOVEMENT OF WORLD-WIDE PROPORTIONS ” 


There is astriking correspondence between the independent sugges- 
tions of people in three or four different countries as to what to do next in 
our Christian program. Allowing for minor differences in method and 
vocabulary, friends in China, Canada and the United States, with Dr. 
Kagawa, all advocate the same thing,—the formation of small and 
informal groups of lay people along the lines of natural interest, for 
prayer and spiritual fellowship. The Association for Christian Coopera- 
tion in the U.S.A., Mr. Goodwin in Canada, Dr. Waddell in Tsinan, are 
all working in the same direction. 

Similar, too, is the thesis of Dr. Wieman’s inspiring message, God the 
Inescapable,* to which the reader is recommended if he lives in the United 
States and wishes to explore the literature of fellowship. If he lives in 
England he may find access to a book published by Unwin Bros., Fellow- 
ship Priucitples and Practise. This extremely valuable treatise has been 
writen collectively, by a research group. We are hoping to get it tran- 
slated into Japanese and wish it might be used wherever the Kingdom of 
God Movement develops. 

“In a world distracted by feuds, biases, cross-purposes and divisions 
of many sorts, wherein even men of good will cannot easily work 
together,” (runs its Preface), “we believe we have discovered a Way of 
fellowship which may be for the healing of innumerable divisions 
and for the solution of many baffling problems in conduct and policy. 
The way of ScUCeeHS is based upon those profound and simple pingiples 


* Published i in two sections in i the Ghrstien Century for Stptember 2B arid 30, 1931. 
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which underlie all human character and all human life. A half-conscious | 
obedience to these principles has given to numerous Fellowships in recent 
years experiences which have greatly enriched the thoughts and lives of 
their members, giving them greater energy, clearer vision and more 
finely balanced aim. ... Results such as we have experienced in Copec 
Commissions, in Student Movement Committees, or in Fellowship Groups 
cannot have happened at random. They must rest on important principles. 
The discovery of these principles is therefore itself important.... The 
value of most religious societies might be thus increased and light 
thrown on many of the problems of social progres. For almost all the 
problems of society are met in germ and solved in measure in the small 
Fellowship Group.” 

The book starts “ with a psychological study of the instinctive bases 
of personality. This leads to the conclusion that personality can only 
realize its finest possibilities through disciplined participation in a variety 
of social groups.... Then follows a historical chapter on the emergence 
of the individual from the group, showing what stage we have now 
reached in the quest of the ideal relationships of groups and individuals. 
After that we consider the special characteristics of the Christian group 
observing how greatly it ministers both to personal development and to 
the vigour of group life, when true to its ideal. We complete our treat 
ment of the theory of the business by surveying the problems of social ' 
organization in the modern world to see whether our experiences of 
group fellowship offer’ any solution; and we claim that on these lines 
only, but on these lines surely, all problems of social organization can be 
solved.” 


‘Lhe iKayawa lamily in 1920 in their home in Matsuzawa. 


31 


DR. KAGAWA. AT HOME 


Mrs. W. W. Parkinson 


“T could tell you, had I the time and the power of description, of many 
beautiful and strange sights which have thrilled me since arriving in 
Japan. We have been to Nikko, one of Japan’s most sacred spots, when 
all the hills and mountains were ablaze with the golden glory of the 
“maple leaf season.” There we saw shrines and temples with carvings of 
the most exquisite and delicate workmanship which have not faded these 
hundreds of years. I have stood in awe as I watched Japan’s sacred Mt. 
Fuji, towering 12,365 feet in the heavens. I have sat on top of the Island 
of Enoshima and watched the sunset over the sea—in the foreground the 
splendid, strong evergreen trees forming a garden for the beautiful old 
pagodas outlined against the sky. 1 have been to a Buddhist temple and 
seen the people coming and going, burning incense and bringing offerings 
to their gods. I have had the experience of my first earthquakes. But 
the one thing that stands out in my brief sojourn here as being the most 
worthwile, is a Christian that I have seen. 

For I have seen Kagawa! Dryden Phelps secured an interview with 
this great Christian leader and invited Bill and me to join the party. We 
went out to Kagawa’s home in the country and found him in the midst of 
supper. This was the first time I have been in a Japanese house and it 
was quite exciting to pull our shoes off at the door before we went inside. 
In the room I had another surprise—the floor, instead of being hard, as 
are American floors, was soft and easy to walk on. They told me that 
there were several inches of padding underneath, for, as you know, the 
floor serves as a bed. Kagawa’s home is very plain and simple, with book 
cases and interesting little niches. Proof of his latest book was lying on 
the floor, and manuscript was everywhere. He came out of the dining 
room, greeted us and had us served with tea and cakes. He talked in 
English, of course, as we sat on the floor in a circle. Dryden had just 
finished his Ph. D. thesis on Zen Buddhism and he had a number of ques- 
tions to ask regarding this subject, but his questions dealt mostly with 
the simple, everyday Christian life. As we were talking, the villagers 
began to come in for the evening service. They sat as far away as possi- 
ble, in the rear of the living room, respectfully watching their turn. 
Gradually they gathered closer, for it was long after time to begin the 
meeting. Then they had a simple evening service, a service which I shall 
not soon forget. Ido not know how to describe the impression Kagawa 
made on me—he was so simple, and humble, and so Christlike. I just sat 
there and watched him while he preached to the villagers. Though I 
could not understand his words I knew that he was preaching on “Except 
a grain of wheat fall in the ground and die, it abideth alone.” It was quite 
impossible to tell of the deep things of one’s soul, but as I left his home I 


thought of the words, ‘Did not our hearts burn within us as he talked 
with us, by the way.’ 
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DEDICATION OF MATSUZAWA CHURCH 


After the great earthquake when Dr. Kagawa was compelled to seek 
a place of refuge from the intolerable burdens of the relief work he was 
engaged in and from the unsanitary conditions in which he was living, he 
rented a little house in Matsuzawa, a village eight miles west of Tokyo. 
Here his family joined him. The children of the neighborhood gladly 
gathered at their home for a Sunday school. Soon a group of Christians 
was formed. 


After atime Kagawa and his family returned to his home in the Kwan- 
sai, but the group continued their activities. When Dr. Kagawa found 
it necessary to again live in Tokyo, again he chose to live in Matsuzawa. 


Here among the fields and trees, the birds and blossoms, last Sunday 
was dedicated a beautiful little community church in Japan to realize the 
ideals which all the churches are taking about, namely union and non- 
denominationalism. It has a number of matted rooms which will be 
used for conferences of the Order of Friends of Jesus and for peasant 
Gospel schools; for a summer camp for the Honjo settlement children, 
and also for lodging guests who come from a distance. It is.a com- 
munity effort and was built by very many small contributions. The 
architect, Mr. Tada, gave his services, the contractor, Mr. Araya, also 
gave his and furnished the materials at cost. More than five hundred 
trees and shrubs have been brought and planted in the beautiful garden 
by different psople in ihe community. The actual cost of the church was 
$1,600, just half what it would have ordinarily cost. 

The building combines charm with utility. The outside is stained 
cedar. Over the arched door is a Seal designed by Kagawa with a pine 
cone, the village symbol, combined with a crose and a Bible. Inside, the 
beautifully grained wood is vanished and carried up high in the gothic 
arch. Over the pulpit is a round stained glass window designed by 
Kagawa showing Christ laying his hand on a boy’s head. The large 
room serves for assemblies and for the Kindergarten circle room. There 
are 60 built in boxes for the Kindergarten. The church has a bell. 
There were four services in the church on Sunday. At the Six o’clock 
prayer meeting Dr. Kagawa baptized fourteen, among them two entire 
families, and his own little son. At ten were the usual morning Sunday 
school and sermon. At two came the dedication service. At this Mrs. 
Kagawa, who is a gifted excutive, gave the financial report. Bishop 
Akazawa spoke of his twenty year long friendship with Kagawa and said 
Kagawa might have founded a denomination of his own but he had 
chosen rather to Serve them all. Mr. Gressitt brought greetings from the 
Kagawa co-operators both of California and of Japan. Kagawa spoke in 
his happiest vein, his address punctuated by gleeful shouts of ‘Da da” 
from his tiny daughter in the gallery. In the audience was the headman 
of Matsuzawa village. He said afterwards, “ This is the first time in my 
forty years of life that I have been in a Christian church.” He wrote to 
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Dr. Kagawa afterward that he wished the village to be trained by the 
church. EpNA LINSLEY GRESSITT. 
Tokyo, April 30, 1931. 


IMPRESSIONS OF DR. KAGAWA’S MEETINGS IN TSINAN 


BY VARIOUS MEMBERS OF THE CHEELOO UNIVERSITY STUDENT BODY 


Having attended all the addresses given by Dr. Kagawa during his visit to 
Cheeloo, I am sure that most of us students were deeply impressed by the living 
message which he brought, a message that Jesus Christ himself is in our inner selves. 
Dr. Kagawa showed himself filled with a victorious faith in God and the unceasing 
power of the Holy Spirit. We saw in him the love of God revealed by Christ in his 
heart, and, he showed us what a man can be when he has Christ in him. 

Dr. Kagawa’s personality and work made plain to us the value of a man and his 
limitless possibilities. He proved to us that people should have a ‘Holy Ambition’ 
towards higher things. Bible reading, prayer and the indwelling Christ are the 
sources of a life of power. The conscious love of Christ can solve all our problems 
It is the greatest power for victory and for the salvation of the world. 

Dr. Kagawa impressed us by his wide knowledge as well as by his deep religious 
insight. We learned from him what a real religious man is and how he can see the 
inward unity and purpose of reality. 

Let us pray for him and his work and also that God will give us Holiness in our 
hearts and Love to accomplish His will on earth to the bringing in of His Kingdom. 

Reis 

As one watched the speaker, without notes, going from cne blackboard to the 
other, filling them with the names of philosophers and scientists of all lands and ages, 
with their theories and their books, one was struck with the fact that an Asiatic, busy 
with many practical reforms, and having such a limited use of the spoken English 
language, should be so widely versed in these various systems and theories, and yet 
not be absorbed in them, but retain a detached mind. He analysed and synthesised, 
but the main object of his mind was not these mental exercises, but the practical 
living of the fullest life. His sociology, though familiar with various theories, was 
experimental and practical with an idealistic aim. Our critical and scientific studies, 
in extending our knowledge and our sympathies, need not detract from our highest 
living. 

When one saw him standing with upraised hands and bowed head, one eye 
totally blind and the other half so—part of the price paid for his experimental 
sociology—but his face calm and peaceful, one realised that he was seeing a light 
which depended on neither sun nor electricity but was flooding the inner man. 

When at the close of the sixth or seventh address of the day, he, unwearied, gave 
us a brief glimpse of his fellowship with God, one thought of the Master sitting on the 
wellside saying, “‘I have food of which you know nothing.” It was not that we had 
not had like experiences, but they were like times when we had been privileged to 
taste some exotic fruit which tasted very sweet to our palates. It was only occasion- 
ally that we had the privilege. But we ask, “Is it possible that I transplant a tree of 
that fruit into my own garden, that I may ever eat of such delicious fruit and be 
satisfied ?” R. A. M. 

Dr. Kagawa’s visit must surely have been a stimulus to all who met him. Apart 
from the obvious scholarship and conviction of the man, it was an inspiration to see 
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and hear one who had won through to his faith in Christ with such hardihood, and 
who had accomplished so much for his Master in so many departments of personal 
and public life in his native country. There was inspiration, too, in seeing representa- 
tives of two countries, between which no love is lost, meeting thus in friendship under 
the compulsion of a common loyalty to Christ. He indeed breaks down the middle 
wall of partition. 

Dr. Kagawa spoke to us with authority on such various themes as Philosophy, 
Economics, Sociology, Biology and Holiness, and through all rang the conviction that 
the natural world is coordinated round the great principle of Sacrifice as exemplified 
in the Cross: and that the only solution of the problems of our present day lies in 
submitting ourselves and our governments and organisations to this same principle. 
In Him all things consist and have their being. 

Dr. Kagawa could stand firm in his faith, not through pious innocence of the 
difficulties involved, but after having thoroughly explored all other theories and plan- 
of salvation: and such a testimony from a scholar and a saint must surely have 
brought conviction to many of faltering faith. 

We hope and pray that Dr. Kagawa may be used of God very fully in his meet- 
ings with the Shantung churches at Weihsien. ep Vie ds 


CHEELOO UNIVERSITY GOOD-WILL TOUR 


Dr. Kagawa’s coming to Tsinan marked a new epoch in that it changed the 
international atmosphere of our university community. By his simplicity and 
sincerity he won all hearts in his opening addresses. He apologised for any and all 
wrongs inflicted on China by military and imperialistic groups in Japan. He made it 
clear that democratic and labor parties are slowly forming a public opinion in his 
nation which will make imperialistic policies impossible in the new Japan that is 
being created by the liberal forces there operating. Hearing Kagawa once meant the 
disappearing of prejudice and hatred; and instead there arose in all our hearts a 
desire to cooperate with those in Japan who are striving for economic justice and 
international cooperation, and to make Christ triumphant in political, economic and 
international areas as well as in the life of the individual. 

Dr. Kagawa’s visit to us made possible the organization of the Cheeloo University 
Good-will tour to Japan. This group consists of thirteen Chinese students, represent- 
ing the four colleges of the university, as well as ten professors and missionaries. 
The purpose of this tour is to study Japan and her problems sympathetically, to make 
permanent friendships and to cooperate with leaders in Japan in seeking just and 
peaceful solutions for all Sino-Japanese problems. 

Friends in China, Korea, Japan and America helped financially to make this tour 
possible. Dr. Kagawa acted as one of the advisors for this group and on arrival in 
Tokyo we not only visited his settlement but were graciously received and entertained 
in his country home just outside Tokyo. The group spent three weeks in Japan and 
Korea and were everywhere received with the greatest possible cordiality and friend- 
liness. We hope to make this an annual pilgrimage in the interests of peace and 
good-will. 

Dr. Kagawa’s visit to Cheeloo made possible also another organization, namely 
“The Friends of Christ.” This alittle group of a dozen students pledged to re-study 
Christ and to make Him supreme in our lives, in the university, and in the world. 
This group conducts classes for workmen as well as preaching and devotional services. 
Dr. Kagawa was also a great spiritual blessing to our own home during the four days 
he stayed with us in Cheeloo. Contact with him makes us all desire to be bigger and 


35 


nobler in character, and more lovely in heart. He did usall good. Our little girl, 
three years old, said after looking into his kind face, “I like Dr. Kagawa.’ So say 
we all at Cheeloo. S. Lautenschlager 

Promoter of the Cheeloo Good-will Tour. 


THE REAL PRESENCE OF GOD 


At this moment of worldwide suffering and discouragement we are constrained to 
publish the truly sacred record of the Heavenly Vision wkich launched the Kingdom of God 
Movement. Markedly similar to more than one of the Seven Visions of St. Paul, and 
evidently in line with them, this current Vision of our leader will revive our faith and 
sense of solidarity with the mighty movement of the Grace of God throughout all history. 

Very appropriately the Tsinan messages of Dr. Kagawa are ready for 
printing at the time when the world is shaken by the Mukden incident. 
Note their frank acceptance of responsibility on the part of Japanese 
Christians for such ‘‘Incidents” as that of the Japanese occupation of 
Tsinan three years ago, and the present one. Only as Christians become 
strong enough to curb the imperialism of their governments can the 
Kingdom of God be established in international relations. 

“But how can these things be?” Government and economic systems 
have, instead, controlled and harnessed religion to their ulterior purposes 
for centuries. 

At this crisis let us refresh our faith by remembering the current 
miracles of the Kingdom of God Movement. 

Only three years ago, at Easter, 1928, while the Jerusalem Meeting was 
taking place in that historic city of miracles, God’s New Visitation came to 
Dr. Kagawa in Japan, in his Settlement at Shinkanjima, Osaka, launching 
him on the Kingdom of God Movement. It was ina Night Vision. Daily 
early morning prayer meetings had been asked for by a group of about 
fifty young men who could not meet later than five a.m. before going to 
their daily labor. Dr. Kagawa was spending his nights in the Settlement, 
and much of his days in prayer and meditation, it being Passion Week. 

In the midst of the night he woke suddenly, unable to feel his body, 
nor his hands nor feet, but only the blood-circulation. ‘Whether in the 
body or out of it”, it was a feeling of great ecstacy, such as St. Paul des- 
cribed as the third paradise, in II Cor. twelfth chapter. In a brief moment 
there came to his mind a dozen or more answers to his recent prayers to God 
for guidance. They were not as from an external voice, but very clearly 
to his inner consciousnes3;. Though numerous in detail, they were focussed 
on asingle problem. Dr. Kagawa did not not see how he could possibly 
do all the thing that needed to be done to make a better world in time to 
prevent catastrophe. Specifically, he did not see how he could do his local 
work and also go out on the nation-wide apostolic work to which God was 
calling him. God showed him how, item by item. 

Then, though he did not like to bring himself out of that moment of 
overwhelming joy in the Presence of the Lord, he knew he must write 
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down the directions 
before he should for- 
get them. He rose 
and recorded them, 
‘and the next morning 
telephoned his mis- 
sionary associate who 
had been mentioned 
in the Vision as pray- 
ing, to come and see 
him. Holding in his 
hand the _ precious 
paper, closely written 
on both sides, he read 
and translated from it. 
The main word was, 
“Be courageous, Ka 
gawa!’ Then he told 


he i 
: SAEs STAs dee | ‘ ae Fee eH of three other such 
The Kagawa family in 1930, standing just outside their : : ¢ 
home in Matsuzawa. The little son is not in the picture, experiences, including 
for it is school-time. There is a new baby daughter. the one at Los Angeles 


in 1925 when he had 
been directed to start the Shikanjima Settlement in Osaka. ‘This time 
also it was as it had been then,—-suddenly I was caught by the Spirit and 
assured, “ All the difficulties will be met by the Spirit of God.” 

The Vision had assured Kagawa that the work which most hindered 
him from travelling in evangelism, the financing of his local settlements, 
would henceforth be covered by gifts from abroad. This prophecy has 
been fulfilled promptly and literally. The missionary took the message 
of Dr. Kagawa’s vision to Dr. Bates, the president of Kwansei College in 
Kobe, who said, ‘‘ This is the business of the whole Church in Japan”, and 
proceeded to make it so. Dr. Bates’ appeal and that of other missionaries 
won the cooperation of friends overseas of missions in Japan, who im- 
mediately began the monthly support of the settlements. 

After rendering fundamental service in the establishing of the move- 
ment in Japan, Dr. Bates has this year of 1931 been in his home in 
Canada for a brief visitation. Upon his arrival he found the interest so 
keen in the movement that he determined to speak of nothing else in 
his public addresses. Sacrificing the interests of his college in Kobe, he 
preached the Kingdom of God Movement. The result is a Canadian 
Kingdom of God Movement, consisting not so much of urging converts 
to join the existing churches as of the conversion of churchmen them- 
selves to Christ’s program in economics as well as in all areas of life. 
This Canadian Movement bids fair to outdo even the original one in its 
grasp of the need of economic and social transformation as fundamental 
to the real establishment of the Kingdom of God. Canada is moreover 
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in a position to relay the message to other parts of the Western world. 
The fact that its chief Christian grouping is the United Church obviates 
the denominational problem and guarantees to its Movement a warmth 
and originality of spiritual fellowship which is the basis of miracle. 

Meanwhile the Burman National Christian Council, under the leader- 
ship of Paul Braisted, has launched its Kingdom of God Movement, 
endeavoring thus to meet the economic and political crisis of nationalistic 
rebellion. India, the Philippines, Holland, Norway, Germany, the United 
States, England, and other countries are preparing for similar movements, 
by prayer, publication of the books or biography of Dr. Kagawa, and 
various other approaches to his person and program. A census of our 
correspondents shows them to be in fifteen different countries, almost 
equally divided between Eastern and Western hemispheres. Only a hand- 
ful among the world’s millions, and ‘“ What are these among so many?” 
Yet Christ’s feeding of the five thousand with five loaves and two fishes is 
a parable as well as a miracle, and both parable and miracle are of cur- 
rent application. 

“We can have a better world if we want it.” Rightly interpreted, 
this year’s world-wide depression and unemployment, Spanish revolution, 
German bankruptcy, English financial crisis, and Hankow and 
Mukden disasters, simultaneous with the worldwide development of 
the Kingdom of God Movement, are but the cloudy side of the same 
picture. By positive and negative voices the Lord is calling us. Mayhap 
even now in the midst of the death and devastation in his diocese, Bishop 
Roots of Hankow,—and in his Mukden, Dr. MacNaughtan,—those great 
comrades of the Shanghai Conference—are seeing Visions. Let Christians 
everywhere learn again the triumphant praying which will call down 
Heaven’s own miracle in Manchuria. Away with comfortable quibbles 
about the subjective limits of prayer’s influence. Such do not serve the 
battlefield. Only a few short months ago, at the beginning of this year of 
catastrophes and miracles, Dr. Kagawa called us to the Christian Inter- 
nationale of Prayer and Friendship. Now that the necessity is upon us,— 
to our knees! to our knees! 


WE ARE INTERNATIONAL 


We have just been reading the life of John Bright of Manchester. 
There were many factory owners in that growing industrial city in those 
days before the cleavages between owner and workers had crystallized, 
but this one man, Bright, and his friend, Cobden, by their simple consecra- 
tion and lifelong devoted service, left in England a tradition of free speech 
and democracy, fair play and justice for the oppressed, which lives on. 
Today it is the Manchester Guardian that speaks to the League of Nations 
in Geneva, summoning it to speak effectively to Japan about the Man- 
churian situation. So Manchester speaks to Geneva, Geneva to Tokyo, 
and we are bound up in one bundle of life together. John Bright, being 
dead, yet speaketh. 
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WHAT TWO MEN ACCOMPLISHED FOR WORLD Bea? 
Je SPENCER KENNARD 


At the highest point on the mountain boundary between Chile and 
Argentine, stands a great figure of Christ, with cross uplifted and hands 
stretched out to bless. It is cast from the bronze of melted cannon. 
Beneath is inscribed the pledge :— 

“Sooner shall these mountains crumble into dust than Argentines and 

Chileans break the peace to which they have pledged themselves at 

the feet of Christ the Redeemer.” 

Two Christian teachers prevented the war and achieved the abiding 
peace emblemized in this monument. Argentine and Chile wanted war. 
It was only a question of weeks or days, and apparently nothing could 
longer prevent it. 

Among the other nations of South America for half a century there 
had been an orgy of slaughter, wars breeding new hatreds, and hatred 
new wars. Thus far these two leading republics had managed to tide 
over differences. But boundary disputes reached a head, and in 1899 both 
resolved to settle things by appeal to arms. There were months of 
feverish preparations on both sides: the launching and purchase of ships, 
strengthening of armies, and ever mounting taxes to impoverish the 
people. By Easter 1900 war seemed immediate and inevitable. 

But a Christian leader, Monsignor Benavente, Bishop of Buenos Ayres 
purposed before God it was not to be. With impassioned zeal he preached 
an Easter sermon on reconciliation. The news of his audacity spread 
everywhere. Across the mountains a Chilean bishop was stirred to join 
n the bold adventure. 

These two priests with a sense of mission went everywhere from city 
to city and village to village preaching peace. At first none would hear 
but women and priests. Then the men began to come, and at last the 
crowds. Petitions started. Presently the two governments began to be 
deluged with appeals for peace. 

The war factions in both Argentine and Chile had till then been in 
supreme control. Now they were forced to capitulate before a resistless 
wave of aroused public opinion. 

The war was averted. But the victory of these two Christian teachers 
went further still. Not only were the two nations compelled to sign a 
treaty of peace, but they entered into one of the first agreements of its 
kind in the world: thereafter to accept unconditionally the arbitration of 
every dispute. Thus a perpetual peace was sealed at the feet of Christ. 

Now the cannon were no longer needed. They were taken to Buenos 
Ayres, melted, and cast into a bronze figure of Christ. The gun carriages 
were put to new kind of use, hauling an emblem of peace up the moun- 
tains. Soldiers left their drill, and with stout ropes dragged the huge statue 
to its place above the eternal snows. And there, on March 13, 1904 the 
roar of cannon and strains of martial music proclaimed the end of strife. 
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Instruments of human slaughter had had their day. With the setting 
sun a solemn hush fell upon the vast multitudes assembled. It was in 
silence that they unveiled the emblem. Then the two peoples fell upon 
their knees in prayer for a world at peace. 

That was the work of two men, who believed in God. The frontier 
between Chile and Argentine, and that between Canada and the United 
States are among the two longest in the world. Both are today unarmed 
and unprotected. With both, achievement has been through miracles of 
Christian faith. 

Today it is the turn of Japan and China to dance with death on an 
edge of the abyss. Not alone these two people, but the entire world is 
seething with greater expenditures in preparations for war than in 1914. 

Next February there is to be a meeting to decide the fate of the world. 
The public opinion of the nation of our adoption will largely determine 
results. Every Christian has a part to play regardless of the place of his 
birth. Itis a time, with God, to shake nations. 


As God can endless glory weave 
From what men reckon shame 
In his own world he is content 
To play a losing game. 


Thrice blest is he to whom is given 
The instinct that can tell 

That God is on the field when he 
Is most invisible. 


Then learn to scorn the praise of men 
And learn to lose with God 

For Jesus won the world thru shame 
And beckons thee His rood. 


For Right is Right, since God is God 
And Right the day must win 
To doubt would be disloyalty 
To falter would be sin. 
Faber. 


“The human community, depending as it does upon its loyal human lovers, and 
wounded to the heart by its traitors ... utters its own doctrine of atonement—the central 
postulate of its highest spirituality: No baseness or cruelty so deep or so tragic shall enter 
our human world, but that loyal love shall be able in due time to oppose to just that deed of 
treason its fitting deed of atonement. 

The faithful and suffering servant of the community may answer and confound treason 
by a work whose type I shall venture to describe thus: First, this creative work shall 
include a deed, or various deeds, for which only just this treason affords the opportunity. 
And hereupon the new deed, as I suppose, is so ingeniously devised, so concretely practical 
in the good it accomplishes, that, when you look down upon the human world, after the new 
creative deed has been done in it, you say, first, “this deed was made possible by that 
treason” ; and, secondly, “the world as transformed by this creative deed is better than it 


would have been had all else remained the same, but had that deed of treason not been done 
at all.” Royce. 
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aera NOT WAITING ON ‘MOUNT FUSE 


ROY F. F, ‘Warren writes to dkny the truth ‘of. ae sfatenione: 
4 Nae the Free Methodist Church, made on page 29, Shanghai 
: ‘Number, I Friends of Jesus. He continues: s * 
“Tt is true that the Japanese leaders are heliners in the Second. 
- Coming of Christ. ‘It is also true that many of them believe that 
_ His coming may be close at hand, but as to appearing on Mt. Fuji” 


Aer _ ready for that time by making white garments, ee is all bunk, tf 
i every bit of it.? roe int 
Earlier we had received a letter with a similar Stiteuient froin 


on ‘correction. Ed. ; Meee 


aa tatas 


FRIENDS OF JESUS 


for an interpretation in the English language of Dr. Kagawa’s message and itsimplica- 
tions, The title is taken from the name of the inner circle of Dr. Kagawa’s disciples, 
OF. whom there are about thirteen hundred men and women, members of Christian 
churches of all denominations. These ‘Iesu no Tomo’ (the Japanese for ‘,Friends of 


Ph Jesus’) are banded together for the deepening of their spiritual lives and for social | 
a service. Loyalty to the Church and love of the poor are their main tenets, expanded 

* into a working program of twenty- five points of Christian Socialism, and founded on 
es tive principles often termed the ‘Fundamentalism of Japan.’: Piety, Labor, Service, 
i Purity and Peace. 


7. 


paths Editor ‘Teaches a Bible Class 


_ Have you never taught the Acts and Epistles of Paul ? Me 
Then, provided you are doing some pioneer Christian work yourself, you do not 
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_ know what you are missing. At any time it would be inspiring to teach Paul toaclass — 


- of between sixty and seventy college girls, keen for reality and about to start their own 
: responsible work as kindergarteners, but to do so during the ‘more strenuous phases 
4 _ of pioneering the Kingdom of God Movement; and, moreover, while the labor of 
' translating Dr. Kagawa’s interpretation of the New Testament into English forces its 
vivid thought deeply into the consciousness, —this i is indeed the three-fold perfect way 
_ to enter into Paul’s spiritual experience. 
y . Just now the editor is especially happy because of having moved to live at the 
__ kindergarten-training school where for more than a year she has been teaching Bible. It 
_is this school to which she was assigned almost nineteen years ago as a denominational 
_ Missionary. Illhealth prevented ; but behind the illhealth two concerns were working. 
One was that before one could comfortably settle down in the individual piece of work, 
a _ there must be something like the Kingdom of God Movement started to Christianize 
the Christian institutions themselves, as well as all society. The other concern was 
_. that the Japanese leaders must be truly leading. Now the Kingdom of God Movement 
2, is well-started; and Miss Ishihara, the presiding genius of this training school, has 
_ been for four years its sole head, maintaining it independently upon her own resources. 


The school, first started thirty years ago by my mother in an informal way, was the © 


y 

; Baptist Miss ion Kindergarten Training School, and now has passed through an ideal 
/ cycle of devolution and become Miss Ishihara’s own school, with full government 
_ recognition and a high standing in the community; and its religious life being quite 
_ voluntary is genuine -and true. 


_ Please Note Change of Addveas 


“The address of Friends of Jesus is therefore changed to. : 

% 101 Haramachi, Koishikawa, Tokyo, Telephone, Koishikawa 6905. 

Bi Subscription, one yen a year in Japan, one dollar or four shillings abroad. 

is Single copies, ten sen in Japan, ten cents abroad, or the equivalent in other 
' currencies. Helen F. Topping, Editor. Henry Topping, Publisher. 


Re 


ona certain day calculated from the’ Book of Daniel, and getting °— 


This occasional, not monthly, publication came into being in response to the need 


Rev. Wagner of the same mission, and are very eted to ope this - e 4 


Servant of God, well done, well hast thou fought 
The better fight, who single hast maintained 
Against revolted multitudes the cause 

Of Truth, in word mightier than they in Armes; 
And for the testimonie of Truth hast borne 
Unwersal reproach, far worse to beare 

Than violence ; for this was all thy care 

To stand approv'd in sight of God, though Worlds 
Judg’d thee perverse. 

Milton. 


(Peace Bulletin, Friends of Jesus, February, 1932.) 


CHILD OF AN ACHING HEART Toyohiko Kagawa 


Again have I become the child of an aching heart 
Carrying the burden of Japan’s crime, 
Begging pardon of China and of the world 
With a shattered soul,— 
Again am I a child of sadness. 


TO THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA Motoichiro Takahashi 


When your country is overwhelmed with a great flood 

And troubled by internal dissension 

We do not help you, but rather further the Manchurian aggression! 
Japan is indeed militarist ! 

If we do not reflect and repent, 

We shall receive God’s punishment. 


Your country, now working out the problems of your revolution, 
Are we Japanese helping you? 

Or rather disturbing you ? 

Deeply we are ashamed. 


Whatever militarists and so-called men of intelligence say, 
Their will is not our will, 

Their action is not ours. 

We pacifists are weak yet, 

But we are fighting against militarists and imperialism, 
And some day, casting them off, 

We shall be able to heartily grasp your hands. 


Let us unite, and from the whole world, 

Drive out all social evils,—the sweating and the parasites, 
And achieve a peaceful world,—the Kingdom of God. 
Millitarists do whatever they please, 

And so-called men of intelligence flatter them, 

But the land of egoism which results is not the true Japan. 


I dream of the day of the Union of Asia,— 

Flags of China, Russia, India and Japan floating high, 
And all Asiatic nations becoming sources of blessing, 
Supplying each others’ needs, 

Helping and loving one another. 

Let us bring in the rejoicing of Asia! 

Is it not our mission ? 


We hold out warm hands to your country, 

Heartily do we long for the completion of the Revolution 
And for the Union of Asia. 

We pacifists, feeling our powerlessness, and neglect of duty 
And shamed at our country’s action, 

Yet assure you of the sincerity of our hearts. 


October 30, 1931. 


TO THE EMPIRE OF JAPAN Motoichiro Takahashi — 
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Powerful army and navy, unbeaten, 
War-genius, Japan the militarist! 


But Asia and the world are not for her. 

Brutal is the force which stands not upon social justice. 
Resentment of four hundred million in the China Republic,— 
Determination of Soviet Russia,— 

What will you do with the whole world’s hate? 


Shall you not awaken till beaten down and crushed like Germany ? 
Let us not make our beloved Japan a second Germany— 

Germany, tottering on the edge of a precipice, 

And torn between Fascism and the Communist revolution. 


China, Russia, America and Japan are neighbors! 

Let them cast away their arms and help one another, 
Harmonious and loving. 

What need for devices of fear. 


Reflect and ponder well within your soul. 

Will not Japan awaken she it is beaten and crushed? 
Are you looking to armed force for solutions ? 

Arms will but increase the trouble,— 

By love and reason comes the solution. 


Militarist Japan, reflect and repent. 
Fear God and His Punishment. 


November 19, 1931. 


(After receiving news from Shanghai :) 


TO THE NATION OF JAPAN M. Takahashi 


What are you doing? 

Clearly Japan’s action is against the principles 

And agreements of the League of Nations, 

And against the World Peace Pact. 

If you have any conscience left, 

You cannot speak of such nonsense as “legal defense.” 


Become not the enemy of humanity! 
The eye of God cannot be deceived. 
Repent now, or you must receive great punishment. 


Are there no men of conscience? 
Are there no true patriots? 
Why are they silent? 


February 15, 1932. 


; TAKAHASHI, PEACE EDUCATOR 


| che following sketch has been kindly arranged by Rev. T. T. Brumbaugh, Christian Century - 
correspondent for Japan, from materials furnished by the editor. ] 


To give up a remunerative position in the library of a Christian university 
2cause of compulsory military instruction in the college chapel calls for con- 
derable conscience and “nerve.” But that is exactly the way in which Motoichiro 
akahashi announced to his Christian colleagues in Japan that he was through 
ith the military system in all of its forms. Today Takahashi San is trying to get 
ong on a stipend of Twenty Yen per month, (about $7,50 at present exchange 
ites), as a Peace worker in Dr. Kagawa’s staff of co-laborers in the Kingdom of 
od Movement. Not that Kagawa San regards that as an adequate salary, but it 
as all that could be squeezed from an already overworked budget for a piece of 
rvice which both of these sincere Christian men decided must be launched on faith. 


Mr. Takahashi knows the risks run by pacifists in modern Japan. Some time 
x0, Senji Yamamoto, his old school mate, then proletarian Diet Member elect, was 
ssassinated for a too liberal spirit. As a result Takahashi San became even more 
svoted to the interests of the unfortunates of society, and determined above all 
“sings to free them from the curse of war and from slavish allegiance to the 
plitical system which supports it. 


He has lived for months with the unemployed of Tokyo, for whom he and 
4c. Kagawa secured some tents and a meager subsistence to keep them alive 
atil the weather got warmer and there was more work and more food available. 
ia most of these days there was little more to give them than some rice-dough 
id potato peelings, one blanket apice for a bed, and the doubtful comfort 
+, asmall charcoal fire. Yet while acting as mayor of this tented village Mr. 
‘sakahashi got this crowd of down-and-outers to promise not to get drunk, not to 
: lazy, or lie, or gamble, or smoke in the tent. Many of them had families 
“»mewhere in the rural districts; the fathers were doing their best to find work 
at! the city and to provide for their children. 


A All this was later dramatised, not by his friends but entirely by outsiders, 
Jid the play ran for a time in one of Tokyo’s downtown theatres. It was also 
ee throughout the empire, and over-night Takahashi San found himself a 
}2ll-known social worker and dramatic hero. 


| This is the man whom Dr. Kagawa has called and who has given himself 
‘ow to the development and dissemination of education for World Peace among 
‘ve youth and the youth-leaders of Japan. It will bea long struggle. The forces 
*“ reaction and imperialism are in the saddle now and are determined that not 
S.e critical or derogatory comment on present Japanese military policy shall be 
‘rmitted, or, if occurring, shall go unpunished. There are thousands of the 
* oletarians who are opposed to the policy of force in Manchuria and China. The 
‘“iristians are also beginning to be alarmed into protest at recent developments. 
1 these humanitarian and Christian sentiments Takahashi San must mobilize, 
sid at opportune moments bring to articulate and effective expression for peace 
vid world brotherhood. 


*s Both Kagawa and Takahashi are poets as well as social workers, and, like 
“vhittier, Lowell, and other poets of the American Abolition period, have poured 
wvajto verse their message at this crisis. Although no translation conveys the full 
‘sypeal of the original to the hearts of the people, the above rendering into 
eihglish, by Mr. Takahashi himself, gives the contents of their messages. The 

tes are retained of this poetical diary of the Will for Peace of Japanese 
M4iristians. The first stanza, by Dr. Kagawa, was published in the December 
sdimber of his magazine, Kumo no Hashira, (Pillar of Cloud). 
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It was while reading this magazine and leading others to do so that Mr 
Takahashi organized his first peace movement in the above mentioned university 
The magazine is read by Christians in general, as well as by the thirteen bundrec 
members of the Order of the Friends of Jesus, tounded by Dr. Kagawa, witl 
peace as one of its five fundamentals. These Friends of Jesus have been especial]; 
active in peace work since the outbreak of the trouble in Manchuria. Theii 
unseen service is comparable to that of the persecuted and proletarian earl} 
Christians whose solidarity Constantine later discovered to cement the crumbling 
Roman Empire. They are the seeds of God, the builders of the New Society. 


This is what we are all wanting to become now,—seeds of God for th 
growing of the New Society. How can we plant ourselves in the very midst o 
its immediate crisis ? 

1. By praying daily with the Japanese Friends of Jesus, who have beer 
conducting a Prayer Movement for Peace ever since the Mukden Incident. 


2. By collecting and sending your most ordinary as well as extraordinary 
stamps, and getting the children you know to do so, for Mr. Takahashi‘ 
magazine to distribute to Japanese young people, “to nourish internationa 
mind” among them. 


3. By sending your check on any bank, for a dollar or more, to help wit! 
office expenses. Mr. Takahashi’s magazine for school children, SEEDS OF PEACE 
has hitherto been mimeographed by his own hands. Now its circulation ha 
grown and printing is necessary. There will be other expenses for an aggressiv 
peace education movement. Get your friends to help gather the many dollar 
that will be needed. One dollar will print 250 copies of the magazine. 


“What Japan lacks,’ said Dr. Kagawa recently, “is a vital education fo 
peace,” and added later that he might have to goto prison for his peace activities 
This is true also of Mr. Takahashi, and of another peace co-worker with Dr 
Kagawa of whom we hope to tell in a later bulletin, Other Christians in Japa: 
who are now joining in a peace campaign face the same possibility...... Shall w 
not share with them as much as we can, their sacrifice and their danger ? 


“Except a grain of wheat fall into the earth and die, it abideth 
by itself alone; but it if die, it beareth much fruit.” 


SEEDS OF GOD M. Takahashi 


When the perishable has perished 

And the corruptible has been corrupted. 

Upon the New Earth will grow the seeds of God,— 
Gentle souls of love and justice 

Smiling in the blessing of God. 


Let us become seeds of God! 
A new heart, and a New Society. 3 


Send dollars and stamps to 


The Christian International of Prayer and Friendship 


Care Helen F. Topping 
101 Haramachi, Koishikawa, Tokyo, Japan 
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